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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


C A\L.E: NOD A R 


NOVEMBER 
Ear) 


ANNIVERSARIES 


6th, 1978: Introduction of Motorail on the 
Overland (15) 

7th, 1968. Closure of Heathcote - Heathcote 
Junction (25) 

8th, 1978: Closure of Tallarook - Mansfield and 
Cathkin - Alexandra (15) 

9th, 1918: Opening of North Geelong - 
Fyansford (75) 

9th, 1983: New station complex introduced at 
Sale after 95 years of dead-end operation (10) 

12th, 1953: Closure of Wangaratta - Whitfield 
(40) 

13th, 1883: Opening of Traralgon - Heyfield 
(110) 

16th, 1883: Opening of Tallarook - Yea (110) 

18th, 1953: Closure of Irrewarra - Newtown (40) 

20th, 1888: Opening of Hamilton - Coleraine 
(105) 

20th, 1888: Opening of Dunolly - Inglewood 
(105) 

21st, 1873: Opening of Wangaratta - Wodonga 
(120) 

21st, 1978: Closure of Nyora - Wonthaggi (15) 

—, 1978: Last Ballarat - Geelong railcar service 


(15) 
DIARY 
Sat. 20th: Vintage Train hauled by R class via 
Ballarat, Maryborough, Castlemaine, Bendigo, 
Inglewood, Dunolly and North Geelong. 
Thurs. 25th: Monthly Meeting, AMP Theatrette 


DECEMBER 
ps) 


ANNIVERSARIES 


Ist, 1963: Last run of A? class loco - A2986 (30) 

2nd, 1978: Last Horsham - Serviceton railcar 
service [29RM] (15) 

3rd, 1958: Closure of Rangelea - Heathcote (35) 

4th, 1958: Closure of Moe - Thorpdale (35) 

9th, 1978: Last Benalla - Yarrawonga rail car 
service [S6RM] (15) 

10th, 1978: Last Frankston - Mornington rail car 
service [22RM] (15) 

11th, 1903: D3639 entered traffic as DD586 (90) 

11th, 1978: New Flinders Street viaduct 
commissioned with number of tracks 
increased from 4 to 6 (15) 

17th, 1878: Opening of Stawell - Murtoa (115) 

17th, 1883: Opening of Everton - Myrtleford 
(110) 

20th, 1968: First H class d.e. hump shunting loco 
in service (25) 

oF ne Opening of Bealiba - St. Arnaud 

115 

—, 1913: Commencement of metropolitan 
railways electrification (80) 

—, 1973: Introduction of block grain trains (20) 


DIARY 
Sat. 11th: ARHS Lilydale - Healesville inspection 


tour and social evening at Lilydale VRI 
Thurs. 14th: Monthly Meeting, AMP Theatrette 


JANUARY 1994 
psi) 
ANNIVERSARIES 


Ist, 1904: Opening of Racecourse Junction - 
Burrumbeet Racecourse line (90) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 
Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. 

Visitors welcome. (03) 510 6146 


ARHS ARCHIVES 
Down platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. Visitors welcome. 


2 2 2 


AUTOMATED FARE 
COLLECTION (AFC) 


A Victorian-dominated consortium 
has won the $300 million race for 
the state’s proposed public transport 
automated ticketing system. 

The successful tenderer, OneLink, is 
a consortium comprised of: 


# ERG Australia, an Australian tele- 
communications and _ electronic 
equipment supplier, 

= Fujitsu Australia Ltd, the Australian 
subsidiary of one of the world’s 
largest communications and tele- 
communication companies, and 

= Mayne Nickless Ltd, a major Austra- 
lian owned and Melbourne based 
international company. 


Who is OneLink? 

ERG is the world’s largest supplier 
of mobile AFC systems for bus, tram 
and ferry systems; recent contracts 
have extended its reputation in the rail 
sector. It is a world leader in the design 
and development of magnetic based 
AFC systems and has the world’s lar- 
gest installed base of magnetic valida- 
tion equipment. ERG has supplied, or 
is in the process of supplying, major 
AFC systems to Sydney and Brisbane 
and cities in Denmark, France, Bel- 
gium, Norway, UK and Canada. 

Fujitsu has recently invested a 
further $9 million at its Dandenong 
manufacturing plant to supply Optus 
Communications and export markets. 
The company will provide central soft- 
ware, communications, local manufac- 
turing and maintenance. 

Mayne Nickless employs more than 
6000 people in Victoria. It operates 
four major service industries; trans- 
port, security, health-care and a 49% 
investment in Optus Pty Ltd. 

Mayne Nickless’ experience in 
security and transport systems is vital 
to the project, as they will handle ticket 
distribution and cash collection as well 
as security and installation support and 
maintenance. 

The Minister for Public Transport, 
Mr A Brown, said the project would 
inject $50 million into the state’s 
economy and create 500 jobs. Ticket- 
ing equipment for the export market 
as well as for the PTC will be man- 
ufactured at the Fujitsu plant at 
Dandenong. 

He said that as the system comes 
on line, customers will notice other 


benefits. In addition to the new mobile 
customer service staff and enhanced 
police presence the service package 
will include major lighting improve- 
ments, closed circuit television and pay 
phones. It will also change the focus of 
frontline staff from primarily a ticket 
selling role to a much more customer 
focused approach. The new customer 
service staff will be an extremely vis- 
ible, high profile team, patrolling 
trains, trams and buses in conjunction 
with the Victoria Police. 


The system is based on proven tech- 
nology. It will use magnetic credit card 
size tickets and a special feature will 
be the use of special ‘smart card’ passes 
for use by passengers with disabilities, 
yearly pass holders and students. 
These passes will be automatically read 
when passengers place them near the 
card reader. 


There will be a range of ticket vend- 
ing machines. Simple versions to sell a 
limited range of tickets will be placed 
at smaller stations and on trams. A 
more sophisticated ticket vending 
machine, which can issue a full range of 
tickets and accept payment by various 
means, will be installed at busier 
stations. 


Ticket validators will be installed on 
all trams and buses and at stations 
without barriers and will be used by 
customers who have pre-purchased 
tickets or are transferring between 
modes. 


Ticket issuing machines will be 
operated by staff at station booking 
offices and on buses and will speed 
up ticket transactions. Barriers will 
be installed at the most heavily 
used stations — these barriers will be 
activated with a valid ticket. Some 75% 
of train travellers will have their ticket 
automatically checked at the start and/ 
or finish of their journey. 


Complementing the system will be 
a large network of an estimated 900 
to 1000 outlets for ticket purchase. 
Customers will be able to buy tickets 
from such outlets as newsagents, con- 
venience stores and mixed businesses. 
There will be discounts offered to 
customers who buy tickets in bulk 
from these outlets. 

There will be a staged implemen- 
tation of the AFC system, based on 
geographical areas, progressively 
across the Met system. 


Phase One — April to August 1994: 
Provides for the installation of the full 
range of AFC equipment at stations 
and on trams and buses and the oper- 
ation of all associated systems. 


This phase, which is designed to be 
introduced in two stages, will be used 
to prove the successful operation of all 
system components as an integrated 
system. 


Subsequent Phases: 

Following the successful proving of 
Phase One, work will proceed on the 
progressive implementation of the 
remainder of the project in sequential 
stages over the next 18 months. The 
implementation strategy will consist 
of: 


= Progressive conversion to AFC in 
discrete geographical areas. 


= Conversion of stations on a line by 
line basis. 


=" Conversion of tram depots on a 
depot by depot basis, with the depot 
sequence being determined by the 
need to convert route sections 
served by different depots in se- 
quence. 


= Conversion of buses on a depot by 
depot (operator by operator) basis 
to achieve integration with station 
and tram conversions. 


® Installation of station barriers, to 
bring them into operation, in con- 
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junction with the completion of the 
implementation of all other AFC 
elements. 


INDIAN RAILWAYS 
CONTRACT 


Further to the item last month: 


The contract is for 33 locomotives 
of two types — a heavy haul six-axle 
goods locomotive and a light weight 
four-axle high-speed passenger loco- 
motive, the latter having to be cap- 
able of operating up to speeds of 
160 km/h. 


Half the locos will be supplied in 
semi knocked down form, to be as- 
sembled at the Indian Railways Chitta- 
ranjan locomotive works in West Ben- 


gal. 

The supply will commence in 
mid-1995, with completion of the 
contract at the end of 1996. 


POLICE OPERATIONS 


The Victoria Police Transit District 
has made a major impact on making 
public transport safer and cleaner, 
Chief Police Commissioner, N Com- 
rie, said in early September. 

From July to December 1992, 1309 
people had been charged with 9818 
offences relating to vandalism and 
other crimes. 


Mr Comrie said the number of 
trains cancelled because of vandalism 


had fallen by 80% in four years and 
window breakages had been halved in 
the same period. 


PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
SAFETY 

Speaking at a state inquiry into person- 
al safety on public transport, the PTC 
chief executive, Mr I Dobbs, said 
people were as safe on public transport 
as they were in any other public place 
in Melbourne. 

Public transport had a ‘perception 
problem’, Mr Dobbs said. Changing 
people’s perceptions that the system 
was unsafe was very difficult. 

To improve its image, the PTC was 
making stations and trains  tidier, 
improving lighting at stations and 
installing closed-circuit television and 
‘help phones’. 

Mr Dobbs said the PTC’s decision 
to introduce driver-only trains and 
increase the number of unstaffed 
stations would not make them less 
safe because travellers spent most of 
their time out of sight of the drivers, 
guards and station staff. 

He told the inquiry that a highly 
visible police presence was crucial to 
passenger confidence. 

Sergeant T Beaumont, of the Transit 
Police, told the inquiry that passengers 
carrying knives were a growing 
problem. He called for knives to be 
prohibited on public transport at the 
very least. 


BL30 makes an unusual appearance on the Melbourne bound Overland as it leads N451 near Parwan Loop on Sat.18.9.93. 
The BL was added due to extra patronage from Adelaide for the Adelaide Crow’s match on Saturday Doug Knowles 


Mr Dobbs and the police criticised 
the media for encouraging the percep- 
tion that rail travel was unsafe. They 
said that attacks which took place any- 
where near railway stations were often 
reported in a way that gave the impres- 
sion that they happened at the station. 

Mr T McCullough of the PTC’s pas- 
senger safety group, said media atten- 
tion focussed unfairly on Kananook 
railway station during the recent 
Frankston murder investigations, even 
though the murders did not take place 
there. 


VEHICLE EMERGENCY 
WARNING SYSTEM 


A Geelong inventor has won an award 
for a device that he believes will save 
the lives of many road users. 

His invention is a safety device that 
warns drivers of an approaching train 
or emergency vehicle through a puls- 
ing light on the car’s dash. The unit 
consists of a radio transmitter fitted to 
the train with a corresponding receiver 
fitted to motor vehicles. A coded sig- 
nal is transmitted which can be picked 
up by the car’s receiver within a 300 
metre radius. 

The system is currently being 
trialled by the PTC and MEB. It is esti- 
mated that the device would cost the 
public between $30 and $50 a unit. 


WAVERLEY PARK STUDY 


Waverley City Council is investigat- 
ing whether a private operator could 
profitably run a rail service to AFL 
Park. 
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Town Clerk, Mr J Webster, said ‘It’s 
been talked about for two decades. 
Our study should show whether it’s 
practical to be funded by private enter- 
prise. It’s not just shifting football 
crowds. There’s a tourist focus and an 
artistic focus in Waverley too.’ 

The route would go along North 
Road and Wellington Road eastward, 
with Monash University being a well 
used stop on the way. 


BUDGET FIGURES 


Budget forecast indicates tram patron- 
age figures will drop below 100 million 
for only the third time since 1913. 
Tram, train and bus patronage had 
dropped dramatically in 1992-93 and 
the projection was that 13 million fares 
would be lost this financial year. 

In 1991-92, about 317 million pas- 
senger journeys were completed, but 
in 1992-93, 298.5 million passenger 
journeys were made, whilst budget 
estimates for 1993-94 were for about 
285.4 million. 

Train passenger journeys are ex- 
pected to drop from 106 million to 
101.4 million. 


GRAIN LINES UPGRADE 


Victoria’s $600 million grain industry 
received a boost on 13 September with 
the State Government decision to 
standardise western rural grain lines, 
those lines being Murtoa - Hopetoun, 
Dimboola - Yaapeet and Ararat - 
Portland. 

A government report has recom- 
mended that $20 million be spent 
integrating the routes, as part of the 


$153 million standardisation project 
between Melbourne and Adelaide. 

Victorian Farmer’s Federation grains 
group president, Mr A McCallum, wel- 
comed the move. He said rail was the 
cheapest transport link to the major 
ports of Geelong and Portland. 

VicRoads have estimated that if the 
grain transport had been transferred 
to the road network, an immediate 
programme of upgrading, costing $30 
million, would have been required to 
avoid premature pavement failure and 
operational safety hazards. In addition, 
the grain traffic would lead to increases 
of $2.5 million per year in ongoing 
road maintenance costs. On this basis, 
the estimated cost of $20 million to 
convert western grain lines is a wise 
economic decision. 


V/LINE CATERING 


On-train catering is provided by 
V/Line on all Swan Hill and Albury 
line trains. No catering is provided on 
Ararat, Sale or Seymour trains which 
connect with inter-city buses. How- 
ever, limited refreshment facilities 
are available at Ballarat and Ararat 
stations. 

The marshalling of the Swan Hill 
train is N set trailing, detached at Ben- 
digo, and ACZ-BZ-BRS-loco, meaning 
that travellers to Bendigo must walk 
the length of the train if they wish to 
use the buffet. 

Other services, such as the afternoon 
bus service from Albury that connects 
with a train at Seymour, which also 
conveys passengers ex-Sydney and 
Yarrawonga, have no catering. 


G536 hauls AN train No.4625, the Mt Gambier to Snuggery goods, near Marte on Wed.13.10.93. 
Thought to be the first use of a G on this AN train Bi/! Towner 
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D3639 nears Cranbourne on Fri.22.12.61 with the 12 20 roadside eeends a Korumburra. When not required 
for the railway commissioners’ train, 639 was not idle as the above photo shows Lindsay Crow 


NINETY YEARS OLD 
— and still not out of puff — 


| he month of December 1993 will 
be a time for rail buffs to commemor- 
ate the introduction into service ninety 
years ago on 11 December 1903 of 
Victorian Railway’s oldest locomotive 
still in steam — D*639. Most recent credit for the longevity of 
operation of this engine must be given to the Ballarat division 
of Steamrail Victoria, formed in 1975 as a progression from 
the original Steam Preservation Committee established ten 
years earlier. The organisation’s objective of preserving, in 
order, a selection of both locomotives and vintage carriages, 
to enable steam hauled passenger trains to be hauled over 
the Victorian system, is successfully being achieved. 

Based at Ballarat since 1981, D?639 can claim the distinction 
that, in its latter years of VR service, it was chosen as the Rail- 
way Commissioners’ special engine to power the Commis- 
sioners’ train on inspection tours around the state, even after 
the advent of the diesel electric. For this period, July 1956 to 
October 1964, the familiar lines of the small 4-6-0 were 
enhanced by polished fittings and chrome number plates. 


Sid Brown 


D> class, type 4-6-0, ; 
No. 639 remains in steam: 
after ninety years on 
Victorian rails 


However, this is but part of the 
: story, as this unit is the second D*639, 
: the earlier version also reflecting in the 
> glory of being the Commissioners’ 
* engine, but more of that anon. 


THE 4-6-0 FAMILY 


The December 1992 issue of NEwsraiL provided something 
of the history of the A’, the other famous 4-6-0 loco of similar 
vintage. In fact, early in the century, the draughting office at 
Newport Workshops conceived the idea for two 4-6-0 
designs — one for main line express passenger service and the 
other a less powerful and lighter unit for light line mixed 
passenger use. 

The resulting designs, attributed to E V Siepen and AE 
Smith, led to the construction of the A? and D"/D classes of 
locomotive, the latter engines preceding the former into ser- 
vice by five years. With progressive modification over many 
years, the original design of both classes of engine was im- 
proved. 
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The original D?639, at rest within the North Melbourne Loco area. October 1937 I R Barkla Collection 


Fortunately much has been published in ARHS Bulletin 
over the last forty years on the subject of the D”/D 4-6-0 class 
written by such knowledgeable and well known authors as 
engineman J Seletto, who had great love for the D? version 
of this engine, the late J L Buckland and M H Clark. I am 
indebted to these men for the information that they have 
handed down to posterity and to me, and also to] Y Harvey 
for permission to use his excellent archival material in the 
preparation of this tribute to a grand little engine. 


WHY D?? 


The pattern engine for the lighter design was ready in trial 
in October 1902 and allocated the number D560. The 
double D designation was given to avoid confusion with the 
earlier 4-4-0 type D class locos, which remained in service 
until 1928. The following year — 1929, the D? series was 
reclassified as D class falling into one of three categories. 

As stated, the DP class was designed essentially as a light 
line engine intended for use on 60 lb rails. The original units 
had an axle load rating of 12.5 tons, were fitted with a compa- 
ratively small boiler and operated on saturated steam, but 
soon showed their potential as reliable economical little 
‘greyhounds’. 


THE FIVE VARIANTS 


The engine reaching its 90th birthday this year was the fourth 
D? at Newport Workshops, entering traffic on 11 December 
1903 as DP586. 

It was one of the first of five groups of DP locos which 
entered service over the period 1902 — 1920. In appearance it 
had a low frame, a narrow cab and wore green livery with 
white borderlines. In addition, the pattern class leader D?560 
displayed some brasswork. This first group comprised five 
engines. 

Construction of the second group was shared between 
Newport and the Phoenix Foundry at Ballarat. Thirteen 
engines were built and started to appear in service in late 1903. 


They varied from group one in that they had a full footplate 
width cab. Sir Thomas Tait had taken over as Chief Commis- 
sioner about this time, and his recent experience with the 
Canadian Pacific Railway probably influenced this change. 


The year 1904 saw the development of a third group with 
high running plates. This design became the new standard 
for a number of years, with 192 of these units being built in 
five centres between 1904 and 1917. 


As an experiment, a fourth variation was tried on ten 
engines built at Newport in 1907-1908. These were fitted with 
Richardson balanced slide valves located outside on top of 
the cylinders and operated by rocker arms from the Stephen- 
son gear situated within the frames. The trial was obviously 
not successful as they were all later converted to standard 
piston valve cylinders. 


These four groups were all about the same weight (94 
tons — engine and tender) and power (tractive effort — 19,650 
lb), with 18 inch x 26 inch cylinders operating at 175 lb steam 
pressure. 


In 1914, DP882 emerged from Newport Workshops as Vic- 
toria’s first superheated steam loco. It was heavier than the 
earlier saturated steam versions — 97 tons, operated at a steam 
pressure of 165 Ib, and achieved a tractive effort of 20,650 lb. 
This design was accepted as a suitable advance in technology 
and became the forerunner of the fifth and last variation of 
the D?, another forty of which were built progressively at 
Bendigo, Ballarat and Newport Workshops up to the year 
1920. 


This final group of 19 inch x 26 inch cylinders, with inside 
admission valves, Schmidt superheater, and the smoke box 
extended 6 inches further forward, with the running plates 
extending beyond the cylinders to line up with the extended 
smoke box. This fleet of 261 DP engines was further increased 
when, in 1922-23, two DP tank engines used for suburban 
train operation were converted following electrification of 
the metropolitian system. This was the largest number of any 
class of locomotive introduced onto Victorian rail, with a 


confusing numbering system 
which saw the units num- 
bered anywhere between 531 
and 1049. 


RECLASSIFICATION 
AND 
MODIFICATION 

In 1929, following the 


demise of the old 4-4-0 D 
class and the commence- 
ment of reclassification, it 
was decided to gradually 
convert the 19 inch cylinder 
superheated engines to more 
useful locomotives by fit- 
ting larger boilers. The size 
chosen approximated the 
dimensions of those being 
employed in the new K class, 
type 2-8-0 engines then be- 
ing built at Newport. The firebox was also to be widened to 
occupy the full space between the frames. These changes 
would increase the overall weight of engine plus tender to 
99.5 tons. 

As they were upgraded, these locos were classified as D>, 
and were soon found to be much more lively and free steam- 
ing engines than their short-winded precursors. Over the 
years 1929 to 1947, ninety four D*s were put on the track. 
In addition to fifth variant units built with 19 inch cylinders 
and superheaters, a number of the 18 inch saturated steam 
locos were fitted with larger cylinders, piston valves with 
inside steam admission, superheaters and larger boilers, but 
twenty nine of the old or outside admission valves. These lat- 
ter had the boiler pressure raised ten pound to 180 psi to bring 
the tractive effort to 21,480 Ibs at 85% MEP, closer to that 
of the 19 inch cylinder version which developed 22,600 lb. 

Larger, more modern tenders were progressively provided, 
together with a self cleaning smoke-box, cowcatchers and 
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The loco that was destined to become the second 
D?639 after a number plate swap, D?658 shunts at 
Everton before departing to Yackandandah 
on Sat.27.2.54 


eee reece 


electric headlights. A lot of 
the D?s were provided with 
19 inch cylinders and a super- 
heater, but retained the origi- 
nal boiler. These were 
classed as D?s, with the 
remainder of the units being 
classified as D's. 


THE D? — 
A FIRST CLASS 
LOCOMOTIVE 


The upgrading of the D? to 
D® status produced a first 
class locomotive which J 
Seletto has described as light 
on its feet, fast, reliable, a joy 
to handle and easy to main- 
tain. Initially the new class 
enjoyed main line operation 
on such prestigious trains as 
the Sydney Limited and Adelaide Express, working in pairs or 
with an A’. Later, with the advent of heavier locos like the 
X class, these relatively tiny engines moved to branch line 
service, but maintained an ability to go anywhere and act 


quickly. 


THE EVOLUTION OF OUR D?639 


Taking part in all of the renumbering, reclassification and 
modification of the DP fleet was our nonagenarian D639. 
Seeing life first in 1903 as D586, it was later fitted with a 
superheater, and later again renumbered to D?799, when in 
1923 whole blocks of D?s were renumbered within the range 
500-799 inclusive. 


The superheated were grouped together in the 700 ranges, 
which in 1929 became known as the D’s. The remaining 18 
inch cylinder saturated steam D”s were allocated numbers in 
the range 500-649, becoming classed as D! in 1929. 


The loco pictured below, but with different plates, the ‘new’ D°639 departs Ballarat with the commissioners’ 


train to Melbourne. 12 40, Fri.16.8.57 Both photos late Wal Jack/ARHS Archives 


aA 


sae 1G Ps 
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With the advent of the D® class, the numbering scheme was 
again thrown into confusion. The first DP to be converted 
in December 1929 into the pattern D? class engine was 953, 
which had been renumbered in 1923 to 542. It became D?685. 
Others were then numbered up to 699 and down to 604 (later 
renumbered in 1951 to 606). 

Our D799, after classification to D’799, was then reboil- 
ered and modified to become D3658 in December 1934. 
D658, but what of our D*639? 


THE COMMISSIONERS’ SPECIAL ENGINE 


The ability of the Ds to go anywhere and do everything fast 
led to a number being specially prepared and used as the 
engine for the Commissioners’ trains. In the early 1930s, 
D'576 received the honour and was accordingly fitted with 
cow-catcher, electric headlight and other accessories. It was 
eventually replaced by D*635, but a troubled performance 
saw the latter superceded in a short time by D*683. This gave 
good service from March 1937 until August 1950. The next 
replacement was D*639, but not our D*639! 

Yes, there definitely have been two D*639s. The first one 
to operate as Commissioners’ engine started its life in 1919 as 
D>1043. It was built with a superheater, renumbered DP751 
in 1923 and D?751 in 1929. It was reboilered and converted 
to D639 in October 1937. 


EXCHANGED NUMBER PLATES 


The performance for six years of this first D°639, as Commis- 
sioners’; engine was rated as most satisfactory, so much so 
that in 1956, when it came time to replace it, the loco was 
taken to Bendigo Workshops, stripped of its polished fittings 
and chrome number plates and these were placed on D’658. 
This then became the second D639 — our nonagenarian. The 
original D°639 was renumbered D*658 for record purposes 
in July 1956 and scrapped in November two years later. 

So our D3639 (the second) started its special duties in July 
1956 and worked diligently for eight years until October 1964, 
when it was retired for Vintage Train working. It was even- 
tually withdrawn from VR service in 1973 and held unservic- 
able until 1981 when it was transferred to Steamrail at Ballarat. 

There were only two sets of D* loco number exchanges. In 
addition to the D?658/639 swap, D*688 and D*640 experi- 
enced the same occurrence after they were withdrawn from 


service in 1963 and 1964 respectively. The former was sold 
and placed in the Rotary Park at Rosebud, while the latter was 
purchased for display at the Swan Hill Folk Museum. 
However, for reasons unknown to this writer, the number 
plates were swapped, with the Rosebud loco ending up bear- 
ing the D640 plates and the Swan Hill the D*688. 


OUR MOST VERSATILE LOCO 


For most of their working lives, the D’ class engines were Vic- 
toria’s most versatile steam locos. They could go anywhere 
at mile-a-minute speed or just chug along quietly. With the 
exception of one defect, a weakness in the main steampipe 
from the dome to the superheater header, which occasionally 
has been known to suddenly collapse, they demonstrated 
almost trouble-free running and were economic in consump- 
tion of water and coal. They possessed excellent smooth rid- 
ing properties even at 60 mph, and their capability for time 
retrieval was unmatched by other classes of steam loco- 
motive. 

No, the D’ did not achieve the reputation of its big brother, 
the A’, the glamour and the brilliantly clad S class Pacifics or 
the eyecatching might of H220, ‘Heavy Harry’, but they per- 
formed reliably and were highly respected across the state. 

In his January 1965 article, J Seletto wrote in the Bu/letin: 
‘The days are gone, alas, when one would sit under the stars 
on a country platform, listening to the frogs and crickets or 
watching the insects as they circled the station’s lamp, with 
its redshade showing a warning to the driver that he had to 
stop or pick up. Then, through the clear night air, one could 
catch the shortblast of a whistle away down the valley. Ears 
now straining, while the crickets turned up the volume of 
their hi-fi tone, one would catch a distant sound of the hurry- 
ing exhaust of the little D’, with its little branch-line train, 
which grew louder and firmer every minute .. . “Good old 
D>”, you think’. 

These are the words of a man who personally handled D’s, 
appreciated them and knew them as old friends. 

The days of the D*s, however, have not completely gone 
while we still have D°639 (second version) in steam at ninety 
years of age. May she puff on for many more years. Lucky us! 

(Copy and official diagram of the standard D* loco — both 
19 and 18 inch cylinder versions is shown on page 99 of 
ARHS Bulletin, No. 475, May 1977.) 


D3639-T413 leave Elmhurst during an ARHS Avoca/Ararat tour on Sat.19.11.90 Joby Dare 
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COMMISSIONERS’ SPECIAL 


= rom time to time, generally 
annually, the Commissioners, together 
with other top brass would vacate head 
office to inspect their empire in a 
special train comprising luxury car- 
riages, known as the Commissioner’s 
Special. 

The length of VR trackage peaked 
at 7626 km (4766 miles) in 1942 with 
a progressive decline thereafter. 

On the broad gauge, the Commissioners’ Special was 
generally hauled by a D? class engine, except on the Cudgewa 
line where a K was substituted due to the tight curves. The 
broad gauge Victorian empire of five country development 
lines extended some 413 km (258 miles) into neighbouring 
New South Wales, the extensions comprising Echuca - 
Moama - Deniliquin, 72 km (45 miles); Barnes - Balranald, 
192 km (120 wiles) Yarrawonga - Oaklands, 60 km (38 miles) 
;and Murrabit - Stony Crossing, 62 km (39 miles). Substantial 
bridge structures over the Murray River and successive 
friendly New South Wales governments enabled the Com- 
missioners’ Special to venture interstate where the NSWGR 
favoured standard gauge trackage. The fifth of these lines to 
be authorised under the Border Railway Act (which also 
allowed for the taking over of the pioneering privately built 
and operated Moama - Deniliquin railway) like many other 
politically motivated projects during the Great Depression, 
Robinvale to Lette, 52 km (32 miles) was also doomed to 
failure and the rails never progressed beyond Korakee, 22 km 
(14 miles). Indeed, the sandy country was so non-productive 
that it was operated by the Victorian Board of Land and 
Works (Railway Construction Branch) until February 1943 
when services were withdrawn. Fortunately, wisdom pre- 
vailed for the proposed Mildura to Gol Go, 60 km (38 miles) 
which was not commenced and as late as 1962, an official 
notation stated that plans for this railway are suspended 
indefinitely. 


During the late 1880s and early 1890s, when the extrava- 
gances of the land boom were building up to the inevitable 
economic collapse, the state government decreed that the 
Railway Commissioners should reduce construction costs 
by adopting narrow gauge railways. 

Seven of 11 lines proposed but not built were: Lilydale to 
Warburton direct, 37 km (23 miles); Lilydale to Yarra 
Junction, 30 km (19 miles); Traralgon to Carrajung, 37 km 
(23 miles); Traralgon to Carrajung via Callignee, 50 km 
(31 miles); Beech Forest to Wattle Hill and Princetown, 58 
km (36 miles) ; Forrest to Beech Forest, 50 km (31 miles); 
Whitfield to Mansfield, 67 km (42 miles). 


The four lines approved for construction were : Wanga- 
ratta to Whitfield, 48 km (30% miles), 14.3.1889 ; Ferntree 
Gully to Gembrook, 29.75 km (18% miles), 18.12.1900. [Note: 
Early official records quoted Ferntree Gully - Gembrook, 
when in fact, the break-of-gauge station was; Upper Ferntree 
Gully]; Colac to Beech Forest, 47 km (29% miles), 1.3.1902 
and Beech Forest to Crowes, 22.5 km (14 miles), 20.6.1911; 
Moe to Walhalla, 35 km (22 miles), 3.5.1910. Total route 
distance then amounted to 195 km (122 miles), plus 10.75 km 
(6% miles) of sidings. 


POT 


In the days of old, our state 
railway system was known 
as the Victorian Railways 
and was administered by 
three men with the title of 
The Commissioners. 


Like the disastrous break-of-gauges 
at Albury (broad and standard), the 
Victorian Railways nearly had two 
different narrow gauges. A Parliamen- 
tary Standing Committee report on 
10 October 1895 recommended 60 cm 
(2-foot) gauge as the cheapest form of 
construction. A further report adopted 
by parliament in February 1898 recom- 
mended 76.25 cm (2-foot 6-inch) 
gauge as being more practical. Fortunately, work on the 
Whitfield line was only in the preliminary stage and change 
to the wider gauge was made without great difficulty. 

Writing in 1898, Railways Commissioner John Mathesion 
commented: ‘With respect to the narrow gauge lines which 
have been authorised, I desire to state that in my opinion they 
will be found to be very costly experiments. The estimated 
saving in cost of construction is relatively so small that it can- 
not possibly compensate for the delays in transit, transfer 
charges, additional cost of handling, and the general incon- 
venience necessarily involved in breaking the gauge on such 
branch lines.’ 

Mathesion’s objections were proved to be sound soon after 
the lines began operating. Generally, a recurring series of 
annual deficits became progressively greater as road motor 
competition and rising costs made heavier impacts on the 
little trains. The first closure was Patina to Walhalla, 1.4.1944; 
Erica to Platina, 14.10.52; Moe to Erica, 26.6.1954; Wangaratta 
to Whitfield, 12.10.1953; Colac to Beech Forest and Crowes — 
operation from Weeaproinah to Crowes (southern most 
station on the Australian mainland), 10.12.1954 and the re- 
maining section 30.6.1962. 

Resulting from an extensive land slide beyond Belgrave in 
August 1953 blocking the track, the Upper Ferntree Gully to 
Gembrook railway remained idle and was declared ‘perma- 
nently closed’ on 30.4.1954. Here the story did not end! 

An organisation known as the Puffing Billy Preservation 
society arranged with the VR to operate a train between 
Upper Ferntree Gully and Belgrave 5.2 km (3% miles) at 
weekends and holidays. Society volunteers sold tickets, 
cleaned the carriages and worked strenuously to arouse the 
public enthusiasm to maintain the railway as a unique tourist 
attraction. Costs for the VR train crews was deducted from 
the passenger revenue. 

Conversion of the line from Upper Ferntree Gully to Bel- 
grave from narrow gauge to broad gauge, equipped for 
electric traction, was recommended by a Parliamentary Public 
Works Committee in 1944. The conversion was officially 
opened by one of the then new Harris trains on 18.2.1962. 

Before conversion commenced, the PBPS was informed 
that narrow gauge services must cease on 23.2.1958. Large 
crowds travelled on the last trips. 

However, the society maintained its efforts, with the Com- 
missioners finally granting permission for the section Bel- 
grave to Lakeside to be restored. The work was carried out by 
volunteers under the supervision of the VR. With the assist- 
ance of the 3rd Field Engineer Regiment, a Citizen Military 
Forces unit, a training exercise was conducted during 
November 1958 to build an engine shed, coal stage and ash 


and inspection pits. The soldiers then solved the problem of 
the land-slide blocking the track. It was a momentous day 
when the section from Belgrave to Menzies Creek, 5.5 km 
(3% miles) was re-opened. The line was progressively 
re-opened to Emerald, 4 km (242 miles), and Lakeside, 3.2 km 
(2 miles) with a challenge to reach Gembrook, a further 16.8 
km (10/2 miles) by the year 2000. The mile posts along the 
narrow gauge railway give the distance from Flinders Street. 
Belgrave is 25% miles (42.5 km) from Flinders Street. 


THE COMMISSIONERS WOULD BE PROUD 


So, when it came time for the Victorian Railways Commis- 
sioners to vacate the Spencer Street ‘mausoleum’ to inspect 
the narrow gauge lines they had to abandon their faithful D? 
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Passengers noted the improved riding characteristics of the 
train due to the completion of a rerailing project. For more 
than 25 years there has been a gradual replacement of the 
original rails with newer second-hand steel. The originals 
were over 110 years old, having been used on other lines 
before being laid on the narrow gauge in 1900. Original rails 
have been retained in some station yards and sidings. The 
whole project involving laying 1990 rails weighing 775 tonnes 
and requiring nearly 4000 man-days of hard effort (about 19 
man years). The main lines has been relaid in 40 foot 60 lb 
NSW section, and 45 foot 60 lb AS section rails. These have 
been laid with staggered joints with parallel joints. In con- 
junction with the rerailing program, sleeper plates are being 
refitted between the rails and the sleepers. These will extend 


‘Climax’ loco crosses the drestle bridge near Belgrave during a ‘Commissioners’ Special to Lakeside on 
Sat.3.11.90. The ‘Climax’ hauls the special from Belgrave to Menzies Creek where an NA class loco 
takes over for the day John Dare 


and stately broad gauge train at the break-of-gauge station. 
Then, the substitute means of flanged wheel and steel rail 
conveyance was generally a highly polished NA and the best 
piece of passenger rollingstock available on each of the 
isolated two-foot six-inch gauge lines. 

Since the latter part of 1989, the Emerald Tourist Railway 
Board and the Puffing Billy Preservation Society had spon- 
sored a number of re-enactments of Commisioners’ Narrow 
Gauge Inspection Tours. You do not have to be a commis- 
sioner, or even top brass to participate in the advertised 
specials. Features of the six hour tour I travelled on included 
riding the VIP carriages (formerly of the Mount Lyell Mining 
& Railway Company of Tasmania, three- foot-six gauge line.), 
morning and afternoon teas served on the train, a sumptious 
barbecue lunch at the restored historic Nobelius packing 
shed, guided inspections of the workshops, engine shed and 
the new station then under construction at Belgrave, the car- 
riage shops and former broad gauge turntable from Newport 
Workshops at Emerald. The museum was in full steam at 
Menzies Creek. Senior Conductors in each carriage showed 
passengers points of interest along the track and kept them 
supplied with refreshments. 


ea ea ee 
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the life of the sleepers and by putting a slight inwards canter 
on the rails, reduce wear on the train wheels. This major 
project required the installation of some 37,500 plates. 
One of the most boring, unrewarding, labour intensive, 
and just plain damn hard jobs on a railway is hand packing 
sleepers. More than a decade ago it was realised that unless 
something was done to make it possible to improve track 
maintenance procedures, the new (or near-new) rail would 
soon end up like its predecessors, all crippled joints and 
straight-rail curves. During 1983-84, experiments were con- 
ducted with a small tamping machine borrowed from the 
Pichi Richi Railway in South Australia. This was so successful 
that the section treated by the machine lasted for many years 
in excellent condition without need for further attention. 
Subsequently, with the help of a grant from the Victorian 
Tourist Commission, a new Plasser PIT 16, spot tamper 
especially built for two-foot six-inch gauge was purchased 
for $143,000. Trackworkers of the greybeard variety with 
memories of blistered hands, sore backs and damaged boot 
soles as a result of a day with the shovel hand packing ballast, 
see the self-propelled machine as an angel from heaven. Since 
my particular trip on the Commissioners’ Special when it was 


working on the Menzies 
Creek - Emerald section, it 
has helped rehabilitate the 
whole railway. G42, Puffing 
Billy’s big brother had had all 
its heavy machining done. 
Fitting and re-assembly was 
estimated to consume 
around another three man- 
years. 

On arrival at Lakeside on 
that November 1989, the 
multitudes attracted out by 
the first spate of warm 
weather seemed surprised as 
the Commissioners’ Special 
headed by 12A steamed 
slowly but confidently 
through Emerald Lake Park 
along the then recently relaid track towards Wright. Further 
extension of the line had been halted due to drafting error in 
compiling the local Planning Scheme which resulted in the 
right-of-way not being zoned for railway use. Resolution of 
this problem was to take an inordinate amount of time with 
Shire councillors and staff and the Ministry of Planning all 
involved in sorting out the anomaly. Negotiations between 
more than two parties was never simple. Fortunately, the 
problem has been solved enabling this major project to 
proceed with new confidence and enthusiasm. 

Failure over a year previously, of the original concrete 
retaining wall at Emerald Lake allowing the water to seep 
away had caused a serious down turn in tourists and Puffing 
Billy patronage. Fortunately, construction of a new embank- 
ment beyond the old wall had allowed the lake to fill again 
much to the delight of the public and the ETRB. 

For the return journey, the Commissioners’ Special was 
combined with a regular up pass. Double-heading with 8A 
and 12A completed an interesting day’s outing. 

There are many different but important aspects to be con- 
sidered when either professionals or volunteers take on the 
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The happy passengers enjoy their meal at the 
Nobelius Packing Shed 


role of restoring and operat- 
ing a preserved railway. One 
of the essentials for success 
is to have the will and abil- 
ity to rise on occasions to 
overcome challenges which 
confront their particular 
functions. 

A fine example of how the 
Emerald Tourist Railway 
Board’s workforce deals 
with such challenges was the 
great effort they had made to 
have 12A operational after a 
major overhaul. The extent 
of the work involved 
included the manufacture 
and fitting of a new set of 
driving wheels at the Bel- 
grave Workshops. A week before the trip it looked imposs- 
ible to have 12A re-assembled, tested and ready. Indeed, it 
appeared that diesel D21 or Climax 1694 would need to sub- 
stitute. Not so — since after herculean efforts, 12A looking 
and performing like a new engine, proudly took its rostered 
position at the head of the Commissioners’ Special. Three 
years later, the never ending challenges of steam preserva- 
tionists continue as the dedicated PB workers again give their 
best to complete yet another major overhaul to ensure 
extended life to veteran 12A. 

Back on that inspection tour, there were numerous other 
examples of commendable service rendered by those repre- 
senting the ETRB — all were most helpful and courteous in 
dealing with the pressures generated by the public on a busy 
day, plus countless questions asked by passengers on the 
Commissioners’ Special. All were smartly dressed in attire for 
their appropriate duties — not a grump or grub was encoun- 
tered to spoil the overall well presented image of the Puffing 
Billy Railway. Indeed, the commissioners would have had a 
good reason to be proud and pleased if they had been person- 
ally present for such an inspection of the narrow gauge! 


Volunteer Anthony D 
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odd is kept busy | 
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ooking after the VIPs Both photos Geoff Davidson 
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CONTENTED KETTLES 


In the 1950s, many 


S:. even dreamed of tackling the 
huge, powerful H220, but the loco- 
motive that all enginemen positively 
loved was the diminutive, slightly old 
fashioned looking D? engine. 

In spite of their Edwardian appear- 
ance, with a tall shapely funnel and a 
tall steam dome, these were a very 
pleasingly proportioned locomotive, 
much more modern looking than the 
chunky 32 class of New South Wales and the rugged looking 
Rx class of South Australia. 

The D*s were most versatile, could go anywhere in the 
state and handle any job from fast passenger to lowly pilot. 
They were good riding locos, handling even the roughest 
track, and were so reliable. I cannot ever remember any fault 
developing on any of the class that I worked on, as well, they 
were naturally fast and economical so what more could you 
ask of a loco? 


Jim Seletto 


enginemen aspired to run the 
beautiful, streamlined blue 
and gold ‘Spirit of Progress’ 
with its handsome S class 
steam locomotive. 


The railways, for 40 years, tried to 
find something to replace them. Firstly 
the ramshackle K class, then the N 
class, which turned out to be too long, 
for most branch line turntables, then 
the coal-eating J class, which in actual 
tests at Warburton, was found to use 
exactly twice as much coal whilst doing 
the same job as the D?. Finally they 
tried diesels, but for these to operate 
the track needed to be in good condition, so finally they 
‘replaced the D® by closing down the branch lines!! 

The D*, like its aerial counterpart, the DC3, was only re- 
placeable by another of the same type. There is no doubt in 
my mind that the little D* held open many a branch line, that 
any other class of loco would have made totally uneconomic. 

To give you some idea how the crews fought to retain their 
little engines let us just look at the situation at Warburton 
in the early fifties. What those enginemen did to retain their 


D?666 at Gunbower with a Bendigo to Cohuna goods on Thurs.27.9.62 Lindiay Crow 
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little locos was typical of many other depots that I visited or 
worked at in other parts of the state. I have never seen such 
devotion lavished on any other class of loco as was poured 
onto the little old D’. 

Bert, the old driver at Warburton on introducing me to my 
duties said ‘and here is “MY” engine (D? 644)... every morn- 
ing I come out to the shed and she’s here, singing away 
like a contented kettle on the hob’. 

And he was right, for the next morning when J arrived at 
06 00, there she was, standing quietly in her shed like a faith- 
ful old dog. As I walked past her in the still silence of the 
frosty morning air, you could hear the water bubbling in the 
boiler, just like the kettle getting ready to make a cup of tea. 
She was indeed ‘singing’, with 70 lbs on the ‘clock’ from the 
fire banked up the previous evening. With just a few more 
shovels full of fresh coal and a little oil dropped in the bear- 
ings, the pressure was well up, the compressor was quietly 
panting, the turbo generator was whirring gently and she was 
ready for the days work running the twice daily passenger 
service to Lilydale and return. 

It had only taken 15 minutes to stir the little engine from its 
night’s slumber and looking round at the sleepy township, I 
realised that we had woken half the township as well! 


In those days, the sound of the morning train was the 
town’s alarm clock and signs of smoke rising from wood 
stoves told of country folk starting the day with the tradition- 
al porridge and bacon and eggs. While we were waiting for 
the passengers to arrive, Bert educated me into the ways of 
the D’, for it was my first encounter with the little engine 
(most of my experience had been with the A’s and Xs). As 
well, it was my first encounter with Bert’s railway cocoa, 
which was a mixture consisting of 99% condensed milk and 
Bournville cocoa, with just the merest sprinkling of water to 
congeal the mixture. Listening to Bert giving me his lifetime 
story of experience with the D’s, I pondered whether cocoa 
was really meant to be dug out of the cup with the point of a 
scout’s knife (Nothing else would persuade the goop to leave 
the cup!). I could see that Bert really loved this little old 
fashioned steamer and after a few days I came to love her too 
(The cocoa, however, took a little more time to appreciate!). 

One of Bert’s tips on D? handling was most useful to me, 
over the remainder of my service, for | was to work with the 
little engine for a large part of my career, as indeed Bert had 
before me. The Ds, Bert explained, have a peculiar gallop, 
when notched up and this, he believed, was due to the fact 
that the lower eccentric straps were bent to clear the driving 


axle. Thus it was very hard to 
set the valves on to give four 
even beats, especially when 
running in short cutoffs. 
Bert’s solution, and mine as 
well for the next forty years, 
was to leave the cut off in 
about nine inches and work 
the loco using half to three 
quarter regulator. Another 
useful tip, was to leave the 
boiler pressure at 150 lbs, 
instead of the full 175 lbs. 
This made the little engine 
less likely to slip its driving 
wheels, but there was still 
ample pressure to handle the 
D® loads. 

As I went about the state 
in my later years, I found that 
99% of enginemen used this 
formula and | liked to think 
of all the D’s that were racing 
over the state on the then 
huge network of branch 
lines, all working on about 
half pressure. No wonder 
that they lasted so long! 
when you think that every 
goods yard had at least one D’, or usually more, doing pilot 
work, almost every passenger train on minor lines was hauled 
by a D*, nearly every wayside goods was hauled by a D’, 
it makes you wonder why on earth they used all the Ks. 

Regarding the setting of the valves, one fitter, in Bendigo 
depot, had the knack of getting the engine to pull with four 
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Classic D? portrait, 659 at North Melbourne Loco 
in 1956 Jim Seletto 


D?669-N418 at Burraport while on a Quambatook to Korong Vale goods on Tues.29.1.57 Des Jowett 


even strokes, in forward 
direction, by carefully adjust- 
ing the valve setting using 
spacers. Unfortunately even 
he couldn’t work miracles 
and though the Bendigo 
engines all ran with totally 
unfamiliar four beats in for- 
ward running, they reverted 
to the two beat gallop in 
reverse. 

To try to explain the intri- 
cacies of steam loco working, 
to generations who have 
become used to diesels based 
in one large depot, is indeed 
a task, but I will try, using the 
Yarra Valley division as an 
example. This division was 
the sub-depot of Lilydale, 
with its two outstations at 
Warburton and Healesville, 
each with its own D?. War- 
burton had 644, which used 
to race down to Lilydale and 
back twice daily and three 
times on Saturdays. On Sun- 
days, a J from Melbourne 
would run an excursion train 
from Flinders Street. The train would divide at Lilydale with 
six cars going to Warburton, behind the J and the remainder 
to Healesville behind Lilydale’s resident K144. 

D°648 was stationed at Healesville and it did the same job 
as 644, running the passengers to and fro twice daily and 
thrice on Saturdays. Lilydale depot had D°640 and K144, 
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the D* did the local pilot and banked the Warburton goods 
to Wandin. Thrice a week it would occasionally bank the 
nightly Melbourne electric loco-hauled goods up Cave 
Hill, otherwise it remained as a standby loco for the other 
two D’s. 

K144 ran the Warburton goods three times weekly and the 
Healesville line goods as required twice weekly. To keep the 
locos in good trim, the local crews used to swap their beloved 
engines every second week, the Healesville engine going 
to Warburton and vice versa. This was done to even up the 
wear on the driving tyres as the light lines on the Healesville 
track tended to groove the tyres, so a week on the twisting, 
turning Warburton track, with its frequent braking restored 
them to normal profile. 

Another advantage was the daily charge up Mt Evelyn 
which cleaned out the boiler tubes and evened out the wear in 
the valve chamber. D?640 was included in this arrangement, 
whenever the local driver thought she needed a ‘run’ to keep 
her healthy. This sort of manoeuvre went on all over the state 
as well, as enginemen fought to keep their favourite engine, 
for no one wanted the rattling K class and certainly no one 
wanted the coal hungry J. 

Without sounding like a used steam engine salesman, may 
I again say what an excellent loco the D? was. They were easy 
to fire, easy to drive, and had an exhilarating rate of acceler- 
ation. It was child’s play to pick up lost time with the little 
engine and an old driver J used to fire for often liked to sneak 
up behind cars on the old Geelong highway, select a victim, 
give the car a tootle on the whistle and open the regulator 
fully. The D? would leap forward like a startled gazelle, from 
40 to 60 mph in a matter of seconds, leaving some bewildered 
Customline driver, wondering if his engine had stopped 


D?616 at Echuca with a pass. for Toolamba, late 1950s Lindsay Crow 


when the elderly steam loco left him for dead, while old Sam 
and I chuckled like a pair of maniacs as we flew over the 
Hoppers Crossing hill. 

A thrill of a different kind was to run a heavy wheat train on 
the Robinvale to Korong Vale line, with the D® skipping 
along in front of a thousand tons of galloping, wild eyed GY 
wagons, hurtling along the rough track as 35 mph. It was like 
being Randolph Scott, in some old time Western, where the 
brave Randolph leads the stampeding herd away from the 
village, guns firing and hat firmly on his head. We used to 
enjoy these trips immensely, especially the one, which 
occurred one day in 1957, with D?614 leading the pack near 
Boort and Mysia, when an old farmer, whiskers flying in the 
wind, tore up alongside us in an old model T Ford, gave us 
a toot on his horn, and left us for dead, in a cloud of dust. 
As we were already running right on the track limit, there 
was nothing else to do but let him have his victory. 

Well, Lhope those of you, like the old D®, will enjoy these 
few stories of the engine. Alas they are all gone now, except 
for one, D639, which still runs occasional trips out of 
Ballarat. There are a few possibly in restorable condition in 
various locations and there may still exist those boilers which, 
when retired from railway service, worked on in butter facto- 
ries, saw mills and the like. You can even buy a handsome 
looking HO gauge model in brass, for not much more than 
the original cost of the real locos. 

The rest have been scrapped, though I’ve never seen any 
parts being trucked around the state. In the days when rail- 
ways were scrapping every steam loco, they were on every 
train, truck loads of R, N, C and A? parts, but fortunately 
I never saw any parts of the D® locos. Being a sentimental 


old fool, I'm glad I didn’t. 
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Above: D?639 departing Pimpinio on the up with the commissioners’ special. Tues.17.3.59 


Below: The airconditioned up Swan Hill pass. hauled by D?688 pulls away from Lake Boga on Thurs.15.10.59 
Both photos Des Jowett 
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Above: D?677 departing Bendigo with a goods for Cohuna on Tues.7.11.61 


Below: D?635 departs the junction station of Everton with a Beechworth bound goods. Fri.7.10.60 
Both photos Don McLean | 
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Above: Complete with shunter’s steps, D°613 climbs up towards Parwan with a local Bacchus Marsh 
to Melbourne pass. Wed.28.2.62 


Below: D3608 departs St. Arnaud for Donald on Sat.4.8.62 Both photos Lindsay Crow 
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Above: D?656 with a Murtoa to Dimboola roadside goods pictured between Horsham and Dahlen. 
Tues.1.9.59 Des Jowett 


Below: D?684 on Daylesford turntable. Mon.24.3.41 Jim Harvey/ARHS Archives 
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Bendigo tram No.23 waits at the 
North Bendigo terminus as D?639 
arrives during an ARE tour on 
Sun.22.7.73. 


D°639 arrives at Yarra Glen with 
the Vintage Train 20th anniversary tour 
on Sun.4.5.86. 


On Tues.7.11.72 D3639 waits at 
Altona with a special to Hurstbridge. 
All photos John Dare 
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An overview of recent sightings and observations 


SOUTH WEST — 
Geelong - Warrnambool - 
Cressy - Mt Gambier - Ararat 


WEST COAST RAIL: WCR’s first 
passenger service to Melbourne, 
hauled by N466, arrived at Geelong 
on time on Sun.19.9. The train broke 
through a celebratory banner at 
Geelong station as it departed. 

According to WCR director, Mr D 
Gibson, 147 passengers were on 
board on departure from 
Warrnambool and this figure was 
increased to over 200 on departure 
from Geelong. He said revenue from 
the first trip was between $3500 and 
$4000. 

Mr Gibson said WCR will operate 
36 passenger services each week. He 
claimed the privatisation of the 
Warrnambool - Melbourne service 
could save taxpayers between $3 
million and $4 million a year. He 
added that there would be no 
increases in fares on the line and 
passengers could expect an increased 
level of service and comfort. 

It is believed that WCR is 
considering the purchase of B and $ 
class locos, as an S class has been 
successfully trialled. 


MT GAMBIER: Over the past 
month, the 20 30 (9193) Tottenham 
Yard - Mt Gambier goods has been 
hauled by a single G or X class 
loco with one exception, Mon.23.8 
when S301-X38 formed the motive 
power. 

The last recorded sighting of an S 
class was on Thurs.16.1.92, when 
$300 was logged. 


GHERINGHAP: A summary of 
traffic since the introduction of new 
timetables on Sun.22.8 is listed 
below: Scheduled times at 
Gheringhap are listed in parenthesis 
at the end of the train identification. 
07 46 (8105) down Ararat pass. 

(08 48): Hauled variously by single 
A, N or X class locos. Through 
Gheringhap between 08 49 and 

09 15. 

17 07 (8133) down Ararat pass. 

(18 08): Motive power as for 8105. 
Through Gheringhap between 18 07 
and 19 04, 

14 55 (8146) up Ararat pass. (16 42): 
The return of 8105. Runs close to 
time. 


18 45 (8148) (F) up Ballarat pass. 
(19 27): Hauled by a single loco. 
Runs close to time. 

14 45 (9121) North Geelong - 
Maryborough empty grain (14 58): 
Predominantly hauled by G class 
locos, generally in pairs with up to 
40 wagons. Out of the ordinary 
movements on Wed.25.8: 
X53-X49-G541-G528-39 wagons and 
Sat.18.9: G543-X45-X47-30 wagons. 
Times at Gheringhap between 14 52 
and 15 58. 

04 05 (9122) Maryborough - North 
Geelong grain (07 12): The return 
of 9122, with similar power and 
consist. Unusual movements on 
Wed.25.8: G530-G526-X49-X53-39 
wagons; Sat.4.9: G532-G528-G543-40 
wagons; Sat.18.9: $312-$307-23 
wagons and Sun.19.9: G535-X47- 
X45-36 wagons. An erratic 
timekeeper with variations between 
07 07 and 10 39. 

17 20 (9123) North Geelong - 
Maryborough empty grain: (17 33): 
Similar consist to 9121. Runs 
reasonably close to time, sometimes 
early. 

09 10 (9124) Maryborough - North 
Geelong grain: (12 16) (MTuTh), 
(12 30) (WF): Consist as for other 
grain trains. Very erratic timekeeper. 
Recorded times between 08 00 and 
14 25. 


22 30 (9125) North Geelong - 
Maryborough empty grain (22 43): 
Usual grain train consist. Runs up to 
60 minutes late. 


22 30 (9126) Maryborough - North 
Geelong grain (01 48): Usual grain 
consist. Through Gheringhap 
between 02 27 and 04 49. 


09 20 (9135) (Tu-F) North Geelong 
- Gheringhap goods (11 00): Hauled 
by a single H or T class loco. 
Usually early arrival between 09 55 
and 10 39. 


11 40 (9136) Gheringhap - North 
Geelong goods: Return of 9135. 
Consist between 2 and 8 wagons 
with a generally early departure. 


05 30 (9137) (MWF) North 
Geelong - Cowangie gypsum 

(05 50): Generally hauled by a single 
G class loco. Unusual movements 
being on Mon.23.8: G529-X53- 
X49-41 wagons; Mon.30.8: G-P15-13 
wagons; Mon.13.9: G534-T374-P13-12 
wagons and Wed.15.9: G535-Y110-31 
wagons. Through Gheringhap 
between 05 36 and 07 29. 


12 05 (9139) (TuTh) Corio - 
Mildura oil (13 25): As a rule hauled 
by a single G class loco, although 
double-headed combinations have 
been recorded twice. Sightings 
indicate it to run up to 60 minutes 
early. 


G534-G541 head No.9123 down empty grain to Panitya across Moorabool 
Viaduct at 10 50 on Sun.5.9.93 Ian Woollett 
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19 05 (9140) (MW) Mildura - Corio 
empty oil (04 30): Hauled by a 
single G class loco. Runs close to 
time. 

18 15 (9141) Dynon - Mildura goods 
(20 12): Generally hauled by a single 
G class loco. Exceptions have been 
on Tues.31.8: X42-S306; Thurs.2.9: 
X42-8306; Tues.7.9: G516-T402 and 
Wed.8.9: G521-T408. 

19 20 (9147) Dynon - Islington 
superfreighter (21 08): Generally 
double-headed combinations of 
various locos. Interesting sightings 
have been on Mon.23.8: C503-S$311; 
Wed.25.8: C503-S311; Fri.27.8: 
X47-S311-S300; Wed.1.9: BL26-S300; 
Thurs.9.9: BL35-S310. As a rule runs 
close to time. 

22 00 (9150) Dry Creek - 
Tottenham Yard goods: (10 23): 
Scheduled to run through Ballarat 
but diverted occasionally. Double- 
headed combinations the norm. 
Unusual sightings on Wed.1.9: BL31- 
931 and Mon.13.9: BL27-931. 

10 30 (9152) Mildura - Tottenham 
Yard goods (23 45): Motive power 
either a single G class loco or 
G-T/G-H. Generally late. 

11 30 (9153) (WE) Corio - 
Dimboola oil (12 22): Unusual 
variety of power. Wed.25.8 and 
Fri.27.8: X41; Wed.1.9, Fri.3.9, 
Wed.8.9 and Fri.10.9: $317; 
Wed.15.9: G540-X46; Fri.17.9: 
X50-G513. Runs close to time with a 
tendency to be up to 60 minutes 
early. 

14 00 (9154) (TuTh) Dimboola - 
Corio goods (00 15): The return of 
9153 with similar locomotives except 
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that the G class did not return. 
Generally early. 


09 30 (9169) (M-Sa) Tottenham 
Yard - Dry Creek goods (13 52): 
Everyone’s favourite! Mon.23.8: 
C501-S312; Wed.25.8: C502-C506- 
$302; Sat.28.8: C507-S310-S313; 
Wed.1.9: BL28-703-702; Thurs.2.9: 
C510-C501-931; Mon.6.9: $317- 
C501-S302; Wed.8.9: BL32- 
$306-S300; Fri.10.9: C506-S302; 
Sat.11.9: C503-C509-C510; Tues.14.9: 
G533-BL28-BL35-931. Runs a little 
late. 


17 45 (9192) (Tu-F) Mt Gambier - 
Tottenham Yard goods (04 08): 
Hauled by a single G or X class 
loco. Times erratic, up to 60 minute 
variation each side of schedule. 


20 30 (9193) (M-F) Tottenham Yard 
- Mt Gambier goods (22 10): Similar 
power to 9192. Unusual sightings on 
Fri.10.9: G530-Y135 and Fri.17.9: 
N453-T408. Runs close to time. 
Extra grain trains North Geelong - 
Maryborough and return were 
logged under the train numbers 9184, 
9185, 9186 and 9187. The frequency 
of movements, all generally double- 
headed, indicates the transfer of large 
amounts of grain. The only unusual 
combination recorded was on 
Fri.10.9: G538-X54-S313-40 wagons. 


WEST — 
Ballarat - Ararat - Adelaide 


LAST TRAIN FROM 
DIMBOOLA: Further to an item on 
this subject in October issue: 

Sat.21.8 was the last day of 
scheduled V/Line trains from Ararat 
- Dimboola. The morning train from 


C503-C508-BL27 lead No.9169 express goods to Adelaide out of 
Tottenham Yard. Sat.3.7.93 lan Green 


Dimboola, 06 30 (8130), ran as 
scheduled, but the afternoon train, 
14 00 (8146), was cancelled and 
replaced by a bus. 

The morning train, N454-X52- 
42ACN-41BRN-14BN, departed on 
time, left Horsham at 06 54, stopped 
at Murtoa between 07 13 and 07 15, 
Stawell between 07 48 and 07 50 and 
Ararat between 08 12 and 08 17, 
where G535-S311 was crossed on a 
long Adelaide bound container train. 

Buangor was passed at 08 33 with 
a manual staff exchange and a stop 
was held at Beaufort between 08 48 
and 08 49. A manual staff exchange 
was performed at Trawalla at 08 55 
and arrival at Ballarat was at 09 18 
with departure at 09 22. Warrenheip 
was passed at 09 32, a stop at Ballan 
was between 09 53 and 09 55 and 
arrival at Spencer Street was at 10 52. 

This train was the last on the line 
to have an open buffet car and the 
buffet area was appropriately 
decorated with streamers and 
balloons. Specially printed tickets 
were issued for the occasion. 

That evening the 17 55 (8133) 
down pass., scheduled to run to 
Ararat only, consisted of N459- 
28BN-29BRN-30ACN. The buffet 
was closed and departure was at 
17 57 with arrival at Ballarat at 19 26. 
Departure was at 19 34 with a stop 
at Beaufort between 20 04 and 20 05. 
Buangor was passed at 20 14 and 
arrival at Ararat was at 20 34. 
Coincidentally, the conductor was 
also on his last trip and everyone 
extended their best wishes on his 
retirement. 

To the passengers’ surprise, the 
refreshment room was open at 
Ararat and passengers then 
transferred to two buses, the first 
stopping all stations to Dimboola 
and the second running express to 
Horsham. 


FOOTBALL CROWD: 

The Overland received additional 
patronage as the local football team 
in the AFL competition, the 
Adelaide ‘Crows’ were playing in the 
final series in Melbourne. On Sun.5.9 
the train had 16 carriages in the 
consist and on Sat.11.9 the consist 
was N461-N475-CO1-BJ10-RBJ3-BJ6- 
BJ8-BJ9-BZS274-AJ3-AJ2-Club Car 
No.3-Tarkinji-Kuldali-Paiti- Yankai- 
Mururi-W eroni-Mokai-Yanni- 
VMBP1. 


AN AND OVERLAND: Australian 
National was to take responsibility 
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X53-S300 cross Ironbark Gully bridge with No.9148 up Adelaide superfreighter at 08 43 on Sun.18.7.93 Ian Woollett 


for the Overland as from Sun.22.8, 
but no operating/staffing alterations 
have as yet been negotiated. As part 
of the previous operating agreement 
for Overland carriage maintenance, 
V/Line was responsible for the 
maintenance of all sleepers, RBJ 
carriages and CO vans. 

V/Line has commenced repairs on 
Overland stock at the Dudley Street 
CMD. AN do repairs on AJ and BJ 
carriages and club cars at their 
recently constructed one-spot repair 
facility at Keswick. Major repairs and 
overhauls are conducted at Islington 
Workshops. 


NORTH WEST — Mildura 


VINELANDER HOAX?: The State 
Government has ordered an inquiry 
into allegations that PTC officials 
staged an elaborate hoax to axe the 
Vinelander one week early. 

The Minister for Public Transport, 
Mr A Brown, said he was concerned 
‘overzealous’ officials might have 
spread the rumour, as an excuse to 
cancel the rail service early. 

He ordered an inquiry in response 
to State Opposition claims that 
corporation officials fabricated a 
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report of a landslide on the Mildura 
line. 

Opposition Transport spokesman, 
Mr P Batchelor, released corporation 
documents detailing the incident. 

‘According to the confidential 
report, senior managers in the PTC 
decided to concoct a report of a 
landslide along the Mildura line on 
the down side of Ballarat as a 
pretext of cancelling the service,’ Mr 
Batchelor said. A train controller 
cancelled the down train on Sun.12.9 
after hearing rumours of the 
landslide, however the up service ran 
as scheduled. 

‘When operational staff 
responsible for the safety of the train 
attempted to clarify the report they 
began to smell a rat. . . confusion 
ensued until it was revealed the 
report was false.’ 

According to the documents 
released, operational staff described 
the report of the landslide as 
‘mischievous’. 

‘It was pointed out to him 
(station officer), that such a 
mischievous report had potentially 
dangerous effects, especially when 
the train controller was not advised 


Cd 


of the true nature of the report,’ the 
document reads. 

Under the heading ‘prime cause of 
cancellation’ the document reads 
‘Directive from Ministry’, but Mr 
Brown denied any knowledge of the 
landslide report and said he would 
take appropriate action if it was 
established a PTC employee had 
instigated the rumours. 

Mr Batchelor claimed the false 
report had been concocted by PTC 
management to bring the winding- 
up of the service forward a week and 
blot out planned protests against the 
closure. 

The last up train consisted of 
N466-VMAP10-DT-ACZ259-BZ265- 
BRS225-Nomuldi (JTA1)-SJ282. 

The cancellation was convenient 
as it released sufficient carriages for 
the West Coast Railway to operate 
the Warrnambool services without 
having to hire an N set from V/Line. 


NORTH — 
Bendigo - Swan Hill - Echuca 


ECHUCA: Traffic pattern remains 
generally as previously reported. 
Selected sightings recorded: 


21 05 (9083) Melbourne - 

Deniliquin goods: (05 20 arrival and 

08 00 departure). 

Tues.24.8: X35-VLCX-7xVQRF 
departed 07 52. 

Thurs.26.8:1392-VLCX-6x VZSX- 
10xVQRF departed 07 05. 

Tues.31.8:T371-3xVQRF departed 
07 35. 

Tues.7.9:X36- VLCX-5x VORF 
departed 07 06. 

Thurs.9.9:X41-VLEX-13x VORF 
departed 07 20. 

Thurs.16.9:1374- VLEX-8x VORF 
departed 06 40. 

14 50 (9084) Deniliquin - 

Melbourne goods: (16 55 arrival and 

17 55 departure). 

Tues.24.8:X35-VLCX-7x VORF 
arrived 14 17. 

Thurs.26.8:1392-VLCX-13x VORF 
arrived 16 13. 

Tues.31.8:1371-3x VZTX-3x VORF 
arrived 16 25. 

Fri.10.9:X42-T402-4x VLEX- 
10x VHGF-24xVQRF departed 
17 10. 

06 00 (9067) Echuca - Moulamein 

goods: 

Wed.25.8: X31-17xVHGF departed 
07 38. 

Fri.27.8:X38-27xVHGF departed 
07 05. 

Tues.31.8:X33-34xVHGF departed 
07 05. 


Fri.10.9:X42-39x VHGF departed 06 00. : 
Fri.17.9:X31-19xVHGF departed 06 40. i 


10 30 (9068) Moulamein - Echuca 
goods: (14 00 arrival). 
Fri.27.8:X38-18xVHGEF arrived 13 37. 
Thurs.16.9:X38-31xVHGF arrived 

13: 33 
Fri.17.9:X31-22xVHGEF arrived 14 15. 


7390 shunts grain hoppers at Echuca at 16 50 on Fri.24.9.93 Doug Knowles 
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BENDIGO LOCO DEPOT 

VISITS: 

Sun.5.9: N467, T1367, T1392, X31, 
X40, Y138 

Sun.12.9: N465, T1367, 1371, X34, 
Y138. 

Sun.19.9: N470, 1367, T382, X33, 
X54, Y138. 

Sun.26.9: N471, T367, T374, X43, 
Y138. 


BENDIGO SIGHTINGS: 


11 30 (9084) Deniliquin - Melbourne 
Yard goods: On arrival from 
Deniliquin, scheduled at 20 05, extra 
locos and loading are usually added. 
Sightings prior to departure have 
been: 

Tues.31.8: X33-1371-4xVLCX- 
3x VZTX-11xVHGF-25xVQRF at 
19 25. 

Tues.7.9: X36-T369-P22. 

Wed.8.9: X34-X42-T392-43 wagons. 

Thurs.9.9: X41-X35-1390-4x VLEX- 
3x VLCX-3x VLEX-4x VLCX- 
28x VORF. 

Fri.17.9: 
X31-N461-T396-H4-T388-6x VLEX- 
VLCX-25xVQRF. 

Tues.21.9: 
X31-X54-X53-T374-6x VLEX- 
26x VQRF. 

Wed.22.9: X38-T390-T369-3x VLEX- 
25xVQRF-3xVLEX. 

Thurs.23.9: X40-T379-13xVZSX- 
3x VLEX-25xVQRF. 

Fri.24.9: X38-T390-H4-3x VLEX- 
26x VQRF-3xVLEX. 

Mon.27.9: X43-T374-6xVLEX. 

14 50 (TuTh) (9080) Swan Hill - 

Tottenham Yard goods: 

Tues.31.8: X48-S312-18x VHGF- 
3x VLCX- VTQF- VLCX-3x VT QF- 
8x VHGF-10x VZMF. 


Thurs.2.9: X41-S312-47 wagons. 
Tues.7.9: $301-T379. 

Thurs.9.9: $301-X52-Y152. 
Tues.21.9: X48-T388-14 wagons. 
Thurs.23.9: $301. 


10 00 (TuF) (9055) Tottenham 
Yard - Bendigo Workshops goods: 
Tues.7.9: T409-19 wagons arrived 
13 51. 
Fri.10.9:X41-32 wagons arrived 13 53. 
Fri.17.9:T388-H4-30 wagons arrived 
15 36. 


15 30 (TuF) (9056) Bendigo 

Workshops - Tottenham Yard 

goods: 

Tues.7.9: T409-23 wagons departed 
18 55. 

Tues.14.9: X32-30 wagons departed 
15 34. 


Other sightings: 

Mon.30.8: T390-5xVHGE to 
Bridgewater at 14 44. 

Fri.3.9: X32-X49-24x VHGF(9002) 
arrived 15 31. 

Tues.7.9: T409-20xVHGF to 
Bridgewater at 14 50. 

Wed.8.9: N474-3xVHGEF arrived 
from Bridgewater at 16 14. 

Thurs.9.9: X35-6xVHGF to 
Bridgewater at 15 00, arriving back 
as X35-16xVHGF at 17 29. 

Tues.21.9: X54-X53-VZCA- 
25x VZSX-VZCA arrived ex-Sea 
Lake at 18 19. 

Sun.26.9: X48-X53-G530-34x VHGF 
arrived 19 09, departed 19 12. 
Confirmed identity as 22 30 (9126) 
Maryborough - North Geelong 
block grain. 


NORTH EAST — 
Cobram - Albury 


WHO NEEDS THE XPT 
ANYWAY?: Mr G Watt, of Como 
NSW, reports as follows: 

Two of us were booked in a 
sleeper to return to Sydney on 
Sun.22.8. At Spencer Street platform 
1, at 19 30, we were surprised to see 
N463-D-BZ-BS-BRS-ACZ awaiting 
departure and we were idly 
speculating where it was headed, 
when it would depart and when our 
train, the Sydney Express, would 
dock. 

Much to our surprise, then 
annoyance, we found it was headed 
exactly where we were — to Albury. 
It wds to replace the Sydney Express 
which was unable to run because of 
track work on the standard gauge. 


We would join the express at Albury 
at 23 50 — shades of Albury 1883 — 
1962! 

However, what initially seemed to 
be a major inconvenience, turned out 
to be an exhilarating essay of current 
high-speed V/Line capabilities and 
well worth waiting up for! 

It quickly became apparent that 
the crew were ‘taking no prisoners’ 
in their efforts to maintain a 
respectable pace for this, virtually 
fully laden, journey. The schedule 
being followed was close to that of 
the Twin City Limited (TCL) (see 
Journeys with a Victoria Pass, 
NEWSRAIL October 1991) travelling 
via Essendon with stops at Avenel, 
Euroa, Violet Town and Springhurst 
purely for safeworking purposes 
(miniature electric staff exchange, no 
one on duty at these stations), in 
addition to the scheduled stops at 
Benalla (22 25), Wangaratta (22 54) 
and Albury (23 50). 

The imperative appeared to be: 
(a) Get to Benalla as quickly as 
possible and hang around until 
departure time, 

(b) ditto Wangaratta, 
(c) ditto Albury. 

Thanks to some very smart crew 
work and no fumbles, that is exactly 
what happened. We suspect that the 
majority of our fellow-travellers were, 
unfortunately, blissfully unaware of 
the magic being worked up front! 

The log in table 1 details the 
timekeeping, the times at Spencer 
Street and Broadmeadows were a 
little uncertain and estimated likely 
errors in these are given. Times to 
stops were taken when motion 
ceased, times to passing stations 
were to the centre of the platform, 
where it still existed. Distances were 
calculated from the 1927 Grade Book 
and supplementary diagrams, speeds 
at perway checks were eyeball 
estimated and could be 20% in error. 

Staff exchanges were consistently 
very smartly executed, but after 
having honed his sprinting and 
speed reading skills at the previous 
three unattended stops, the Second- 
person excelled himself at 
Springhurst with a mere 15 second 
stop for safeworking purposes. 

As can be seen, the travelling 
time, exclusive of stops, bettered the 
Twin City Limited allowance 
(3h:42m) by some 10 minutes for an 
overall figure of 3h:33m:28s. It is 
tempting to speculate on the likely 
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timekeeping had the staff been 
exchanged ‘on the auto’ and stops 
been confined to Benalla and 
Wangaratta only. 

A computer simulation of this 
loco and load combination showed 
the loss of time at each un-necessary 
stop to be approximately: 

Avenel: 2:30 (including per-way 

slack). 


Place: s Time: 


Av speed: 
(km/h) 


Euroa: 2:00 

Violet Town: 2:00 

Springhurst: 2:00 
indicating that a travelling time of 
3h:25m is possible, 17 minutes off 
the Twin City Limited timetable and 
15 minutes off the old Intercapital 
Daylight schedule of 3h:40m, via 
Albion with one stop only, at 
Sunshine. 


Section Section Notes 


time: time (TCL) 


Sp. St 20 00:30 
BMeadows 20:00 


20:00 21 


Craigbrn 26:50 
Dbrook 30:45 


6:50 
3:55 11 


Wallan 38:59 


8:14 8 


Lwood 41:05 
HJunc 43:08 
Wandong 44:15 
KEast 49:33 


Apexjunc 50:53 
BFord 56:15 


Talrook 05:19 
Dysart 08:05 
GlbnJunc 09:16 
Seymour 14:14 


2:06 
2:03 
1:07 
5:18 


1:20 
5:22 


9:04 
2:46 
1:11 
4:58 


Mang 20:42 
Avenel 25:55 
Dep: 26:20 


6:28 
5:13 
0:25 


Locksley 34:00 
Longwood 39:00 


Creighton 42:40 
Euroa 48:12 
Dep: 48:35 


7:40 
5:00 
3:40 
5:32 
0:23 


Balmattum 54:15 


VioletTn 170 22 01:22 
Dep: 02:16 


7:07 
0:54 


BddGnnie 184 10:55 
Benalla 195 18:58 
Dep: 24:40 


8:03 


Winton 205 

Glenrowan 218 40:35 

Wegaratta 234 50:35 
Dep: 54:28 


Bowser 239 59:05 
Spghurst 258 23 09:40 
Dep: 09:55 


Chiltern 271 18:58 


Bnwartha 280 23:50 
Wodnga Lp 298 33:30 

34:22 
Wodonga 301 36:51 


Albury 306 45:00 


Notes: (0) Ease to 30 km/h through approaches to Seymour yard. TCL allowed 2 minute stop. 
(1) At 21 24:40, ease to 50 km/h to cross Hughes Creek bridge, remaining 0.5 km 


covered at this speed. 
Avenel safeworking stop 25s. 
(2) Euroa safeworking stop 23s. 


(3) Violet Town safeworking stop 54s. 


(4) TCL scheduled stop 3m. 


(6) TCL scheduled stop 3m. 

(7) TCL allowed 7m at Springhurst. 
Safeworking stop 15s. 

(8) No stop, station passed at 40 km/h. 


(5) 22 26:55 - 22 27:30, eased to 25 - 30 km/h. (9) Scheduled arrival 23 50. 


All we need now is a 15 minute 
allowance at Albury for bogie 
exchange purposes and who needs 
an XPT anyway?? 


10 10 (2390) BANDIANA - 
DYNON SUPERFREIGHTER: 
X50 provided the motive power for 
most of August with X48 being 
sighted on Thurs.26.8 and Fri.27.8. 
N468 hauled the train on Thurs.2.9. 


ALTERATIONS TO SERVICE 
AND SAFEWORKING: The 
Master Train Plan, issued on 
Sun.22.8, includes the following 
cancellations: 


= The 08 10 (8305) (M-F) down 
Albury pass. 


= The 19 55 (8331) (F) down Albury 
pass. 


= The 16 05 (8334) (M-F) up Albury 
pass. 


= The 07 05 (8312) (Su) up Albury 
pass. 


Cy 


ee 
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Alterations are listed below: 
= The 08 10 (8307) (M-F) down 


Shepparton pass. is split at 
Seymour, the front portion 
proceeding on, with the rear 
portion staying at Seymour and 
forming the 09 35 (8314) up 
Seymour pass, which is timetabled 
as a DRC and trailer. It has been 
noted on several occasions that 
this train, usually N class loco and 
N set, does have a DRC, which 
arrived on the 07 00 (8303) down 
Seymour pass. attached to the rear. 


The 08 35 (8305) (Sa) and 18 05 
(8343) (Su) down Albury pass. 
each have the rear portion 
detached at Seymour thus forming 
the down Shepparton pass. (8307) 
and (8345). 

Adjustments have been made to 
the 10 10 (2390) Bandiana - Dynon 
superfreighter. This train now 
does not shunt at Wangaratta or 
Benalla, instead the 17 15 (9250) 
up Wodonga empty oil shunts at 


the two locations and as a result 
the superfreighter now passes 
Mangalore at about 12 30. 


A new train, the 11 35 (9352) 
Shepparton - Dynon 
superfreighter, now runs and this 
train is usually hauled by a single 
T class loco, although H and P 
class have been sighted. On the 
down, this train is combined with 
the 01 10 (9353) Tottenham Yard - 
Shepparton goods, usually hauled 
by a main line passenger loco, 
which returns to Melbourne on 
the 07 10(8308) up Shepparton 
pass. 


That night the 18 15 (8327) 
down Shepparton pass. loco 
returns to Melbourne on the 22 
00(9354) Shepparton - Tottenham 
Yard goods. This results in both 
up and down Shepparton goods 
trains being hauled by an A or N 
class loco, in company with a pair 
of T class locos or a T-H 
combination. 


N454 enters NSW as it crosses a swollen Murray River with train No.8305 down Albury pass. on Fri.13.8.93 only days 
before this service was changed to bus operation Ross Walker 
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a V/Line work vehicle between Seymour and Mangalore. Passengers were transhipped and completed 
the journey by bus Seymour Telegraph 


Safeworking: 

=® On Sun.5.9 miniature electric staff 
was replaced by train order 
working on the North-East. The 
first train to operate under the 
new system was the 09 20 (8339) 
down Albury pass. 

® As a result of the institution of 
train order working, Euroa ceased 
to exist as a proper station or train 
order crossing station and is now 
identified as a train order 
intermediate passenger platform. 
The main line is the platform 


track with switching-out facilities 
provided. All signals and the 
interlocked frame will be removed 
at a later date. 

The switching-out of Avenel has 
been delayed because of recent 
storms and wet weather but it is 
likely Avenel and Springhurst will 
suffer the fate of Euroa. 

As a temporary measure, a block 
point has been installed at the 134 
km post at Longwood, where a 
trailable point loop will eventually 
be installed. Now the train order 


A60 with No.8326 up Albury pass. arrives at Euroa. Sun.14.2.93 Stuart Turnbull 


crossing places will be Seymour, 
Violet Town, Benalla, Wangaratta 
and Wodonga. Springhurst will 
eventually suffer the same fate as 
Avenel. 


MANGALORE: Sightings as 
recorded: 


Tues.31.8: X40-S301, up Oaklands 
grain at 23 00. 

Thurs.2.9: N468-X31, up Bandiana 
superfreighter at 13 33. 

Mon.6.9: $311, up Bandiana 
superfreighter at 12 28. A78-S-X53, 
down Albury pass. at 13 21. 

Wed.8.9: S307-X53, down Wodonga 
empty oil at 00 23. 

Wed.15.9:5313-N472, down Albury 
pass. at 08 46. 

Fri.17.9: X52-A71-A79, down Albury 
pass. at 13 23. 

Tues.21.9: $307-X49, up Oaklands 
grain at 02 20. 

A60-S317, down Albury pass. at 
13: 22. 

Fri.24.9: N462, up Bandiana 
superfreighter at 12 27. $307-X33, 
down Albury pass. at 13 21. 

Wed.29.9: A66-T371-T390-H2, down 
Shepparton goods at 03 38. 
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P22-7 H cars-P21 depart Korumburra with a shuttle trip to Lang Lang during the Leongatha 


STANDARD GAUGE 


SYDNEY/MELBOURNE 
EXPRESS: On Thurs.19.8 the Sydney 
Express consisted of G525-PHA2395- 
FAM2391-FAM2385-LAN2376- 
BCS2356 RMS2359-NDS2282- 
ODS2260-BHA2222-RDH2239- 
FFH2217. 

On Fri.20.8 the Melbourne Express 
consisted of 8178-PHA2394- 
FAM2387-LAN2347-BCS2357- 
RMS2358-NDS2268-ODL2267- 
BHA2227-RDH2237-SBH2249. 

The sitting accommodation on 
this train has been altered following 
the ban on smoking in CountryLink 
trains and five sitters are the 
standard consist, with extra cars 


CAR CLASS CAR 


Economy — SBH/FFH 
Economy —=BHA/NDS/TDS 
Economy RDH/RDS 
Economy BHA 

Economy ODL/ODS 
First NDS 

First NDS 


RMS Dining Car 


BCS Lounge/Club Car 

First LAN 

First LAN/NAM/FAM 

First FAM/NAM 

First FAM/NAM 
PHA/PHN 


Daffodil Festival on Sat.4.9.93 Swart Turnbull 


added at holiday times. The standard 
consist is shown in the table. 

The maximum consist is 14 vehicles. 
Of interest is that of the five car 
standard sitting consist, only two 
cars, D and K, are solely sitting cars. 


SOUTH EAST — Leongatha 


A special train ran from Melbourne - 
Leongatha on Sat.4.9 on the occasion 
of a Daffodil festival. It was the first 
train to run on the line since the 
cessation of the regular passenger 
service on Sat.24.7 and the Steamrail 
tour the following day, although a 
light engine run was conducted 
recently in order to check track 
circuits. 


TYPE 


Car/Van 

Full sitter (as required) 
Half sitter/Buffet 

Full sitter 

Sitter with crew comp. 
Full sitter 

Full sitter (as required) 


Roomette sleeper 

Room or Twin sleeper (as required) 
Twinette sleeper 

Twinette sleeper (as required) 
Powervan/luggage 


The train consisted of 
P22-H-H-P21 and after arrival at 
Leongatha three shuttle trips were 
run, the first and third to 
Korumburra and the second to Lang 
Lang. On completion of these trips 
the train departed for Melbourne at 
17 00. 


The train was sponsored by the 
South Gippsland Railway Steering 
Committee, an organisation formed 
to make representation to the 
Minister for Public Transport to 
retain the line for tourist purposes. 
The committee includes council 
members from Leongatha and 
Korumburra, local businessmen and 
tourist representatives, and recently 
ministerial approval was granted for 
their aims. 


METROPOLITAN 


A CLASS LOCO ROSTER: The 
16 20 (8125) down Bacchus Marsh, 
16 45 (8037) down Kyneton and 
17 07 (8133) down Ararat pass. are 
regularly hauled by A class locos. 


Sat.11.9 saw A71-A85 at Spencer 
Street platform 2 on the 18 35 (8139) 
down Ballarat pass., A66 at platform 
3 on the 18 158133) down Ararat 
pass. whilst A79 arrived later at 
platform 2 on the 15 25 (8324) up 
Shepparton pass. 
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A monthly update of Locomotive and Rollingstock news 


LOCOMOTIVES 


THE DIESEL ELECTRIC/ELEC- 
TRIC FLEET: Further to the partial 
list already published, the remainder 
are set out alongside; readers are 
reminded that the information was 
current as at 23 June 1993. 


A CLASS: All the A class locos were 
seen in service during September. 


G CLASS: Several first-series, G511, 
G512 and G515, have been repainted 
during the past few months. 


N CLASS: The rostering for both 
DOO, and HEP S and Z carriages, has 
lead to one class of loco dominating 
most passenger trains. One unusual 
roster is the 14 35 (8241) down south 
Geelong pass. on Monday to Thurs- 
day, the consist being N-PCJ (power- 
van)-FSH. One wonders what wages 
are saved by the DOO when the 
powervan fuel costs are assessed? 


P CLASS: 

P15: Repainted at Ballarat Workshops 
by Wed.15.9. 

P17: Repainted at Ballarat Workshops 
by Wed.1.9. 

X CLASS: 


X33: Suffered minor damage after a 
collision with a ganger’s truck on 
Wed.22.9. 

X35: Repainted May. 

X37: Damaged during a collision in 
June. May be written-off. 

X44: Repainted August. 


CARRIAGES 

ACZ253: Outshopped from Ballarat 
Workshops, following overhaul and 
repaint by Fri.3.9. 

ACZ256: At Ballarat Workshops on 
Tues.14.9 for repair. 

BS214: Sent to Ballarat Workshops for 
overhaul and repair on Sun.26.9. 
BS218: At Ballarat Workshops on 
Sun.20.9. 

JOINT STOCK OVERLAND 
CARS: As at Mon.23.8 the cars were 
situated as follows: 

Roomette Sleepers: 

JRA1 Mururi — Dynon, brake/bogie 
repairs 

JRA2 Chalaki — Keswick pass. yard, 
stored? 

JRA3 Tarkinji — Keswick pass. yard, 
serviceable 


Y CLASS 


No Delivery Date Kilometres 
: date off-register travelled 


17 Sept 63 6 Apr 92 706 450 


Current status 


Scrapped 


17 Sept 63 711 550 (standard gauge) 
103 25 Sept 63 14 Feb 89 619 250 Scrapped 
104 25 Sept 63 692 600 (standard gauge) 
105 4Oct 63 17 Feb 87 645 796 Scrapped 
106 4 Oct 63 30 Apr 87 650 400 Scrapped 
107. 15 Oct 67 14 Feb 89 661 900 Scrapped 
108 15 Oct 63 715 400 In service 
109 25 Oct 63 28 Aug 92 636 186 Released for sale 
110 25 Oct 63 691 250 In service 
111 6 Nov 63 19 Mar 87 620 700 Scrapped 
112 6 Nov 63 27 Sept88 652 476 Scrapped 
113 19 Nov 63 690 280 In service 
114. 19 Nov 63 30 Apr 87 620 900 Scrapped 
115 28 Nov 63 701 159 In service 
116 28 Nov 63 23 Feb 87 587 117 Scrapped 
117. 10Dec 63 1 Aug 88 668 480 Scrapped 
118 10Dec 63 691 006 In service 
119 19Dec 63 766 743 In service 
120 19Dec 63 1 Sept91 669 747 Scrapped 
121 7 Jan 64 705 470 In service 
122 7 Jan 64 720 400 In service 
123 17 Jan 64 11 Mar 87 734 780 Scrapped 
124. 17 Jan 64 707 716 In service 
125 10Feb 64 629 440 In service 
126 4 May 65 15 Apr 88 693 687 In service 
127 4 May 65 739 582 In service 
128 22 May 65 26 May 88 586 370 Scrapped 
129 22 May 65 786 318 In service 
130 22 May 65 25 Aug 92 728 480 Released for sale 
131 4 June 65 15 Apr 88 561 605 Scrapped 
132 4 June 65 27 Sept 88 641 860 Scrapped 
133. 17 June 65 21 Dec 87 585 396 Preserved 
134 17 June 65 696 092 In service 
135 27 June 65 689 583 In service 
136 27 June 65 590 467 In service 
137. 10 July 65 736 337 In service 
138 10 July 65 831 870 In service 
139 21 July 65 16 Dec 87 326 031 Scrapped 
140 21 July 65 710 600 Stored Dynon 
141 31 July 65 15 Apr 88 683 800 Scrapped 
142 31 July 65 694 908 In service 
143 12 Aug 65 27 July 92 712 730 In service 

To APM 10 Sept 92 

144 12 Aug 65 1 Aug 88 664 480 Scrapped 
145 26 Aug 65 822 623 In service 
146 26 Aug 65 1 June 88 654 178 Scrapped 
147 16 Sept 65 688 750 In service 
148 16 Sept 65 4 Feb 93 723 095 Sold 
149 2 Oct 65 23 July 92 705 974 Released for sale 
150 2 Oct 65 876 444 (standard gauge) 
151. 21 Dec 67 735 400 (standard gauge) 
152 21 Dec 67 826 093 In service 
153 13 Jan 68 1 Aug 88 765 218 Scrapped 
154 13Jan 68 23 Dec 87 735 618 Scrapped 
155 31Jan 68 1 Aug 88 686 340 Scrapped 
156 23 Feb 68 663 636 In service 
157 23 Feb 68 739 760 In service (Met) 
158 14Mar 68 1 Aug 88 707 800 Scrapped 
159 14Mar 68 14 Mar 89 682 472 Sold 
160 3 Apr 68 7 Apr 89 698 990 Scrapped 
161 3 Apr 68 737 369 In service 
162 27 Apr 68 27 Feb 87 681 041 Scrapped 
163 27 Apr 68 958 420 In service 
164 18May 68 747 650 Preserved 
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18 May 846 949 In service 


5 June 68 12 Nov 90 783 101 Scrapped 
167 5 June 68 27 Sept 88 745 470 Scrapped 
168 18 June 68 15 Dec 89 735 509 ex-APM 5 Oct 82 
Released for sale 
169 18June 68 842 205 In service 
170 13 July 68 19 Apr 88 726 899 Scrapped 
171 13 July 68 737 676 In service 
172 25 July 68 15 Apr 88 512 705 Scrapped 
173 25 July 68 572 789 To APM 18 Aug 89 
174 8 Aug 68 720 119 In service 
175 8 Aug 68 15 Apr 88 667 030 Scrapped 


T CLASS — Continued 


Delivery Date Kilometres 
date off-register travelled 


10 Feb 14 Sept 89 2 246 990 
26 Feb 14 July 92 2 380 338 
12 Mar 2 486 742 
25 Mar 2 219 287 
13 Apr 2 462 380 
14 May 2 202 800 
28 May 2 267 749 
9 June 2 407 113 
24 June 2 501 930 
9 July 2 325 205 
30 July 2 403 090 
11 Aug 2 298 032 
25 Aug 2 422 651 
9 Sept 2 265 210 
23 Sept 2 437 344 
3 Oct 2 431 741 
15 Oct 2 418 400 
29 Oct 2 351 591 
14 Nov 2 364 109 
26 Nov 2 326 005 
4 Sept 2 322 992 
29 Sept 2 239 300 
9 Oct 2 169 786 
26 Oct 2 201 700 
Nov 16 Sept 89 2 419 600 
16 Nov 2 477 005 
25 Nov 2 229 801 Released for sale 
4 Dec 1 998 418 Mothballed 
14 Dec 2 197 035 Sold 
23 Dec 2 181 134 In service 
3 Dec 2 114 039 Scrapped 
15 Dec 2 046 147 Scrapped 
1 Apr 2 250 800 (standard gauge) 
13 Apr 2 136 400 In service 
28 Apr 2 026 913 Sold 
20 May 2 302 000 In service 
2 June 2 230175 Released for sale 
22 June 1 986 750 Sold 
1 July 2 150 700 Sold 
13 July 2 092 800 Sold 
27 Sept 2 112 800 Sold 
11 Oct 2 088 423 In service 
20 Oct 2 139 769 In service 
3 Nov 2 056 900 Released for sale 
15 Nov 2 425 088 Released for sale 
25 Nov 2 072 529 Scrapped 
9 July 1 764 720 Preserved 


T399 has been placed on the standard gauge to run the dedicated ‘Uncle Bens’ 
goods train, ex-Wodonga, along with X39 and Y151. 


No. Current status 


Mothballed 
Released for sale 
In service 
Scrapped 

In service 
Mothballed 
Released for sale 
In service 
Released for sale 
Released for sale 
Released for sale 
Mothballed 

In service 
Scrapped 
Released for sale 
In service 
Released for sale 
Released for sale 
Released for sale 
Released for sale 
Released for sale 
In service 
Scrapped 

In service 
Scrapped 

In service 


19 June 90 


4 Sept 89 
20 Aug 92 


3 July 92 
3 July 92 
3 July 92 
18 June 90 


8 Nov 90 
26 Aug 92 


21 July 92 
7 July 92 
3 July 92 
7 Sept 92 
3 July 92 


16 Aug 89 


30 June 92 
19 June 89 
28 Feb 92 


30 June 92 
16 July 89 


3 July 92 


27 July 92 
21 July 92 
3 July 92 
15 July 92 
21 July 92 


21 July 92 
3 July 92 
21 Sept89 
7 Dec 87 


JRA4 Purpawi — 
serviceable 

JRAS Juki —Dynon, stored, ‘For Scrap’ 
chalked on side 

JRAG6 Nankuri — Dynon, stored. Not 
used since 1990 

JRB1 Al/ambi — in service 

JRB2 Tantini — in service 


Keswick pass. yard, 


Twinette Sleepers: 


JTA1 Nomuldi— presumed at Keswick, 
serviceable 
JTA2 Mokai — presumed at Keswick, 


serviceable 

JTA3 Malkari — in service. 

JTA4 Paiti — Dynon, under examin- 
ation/repair 

JTAS Yanni — in service 

JTA6 Kuldali — Keswick pass. yard, 
serviceable 

JTB1 Tawarri — in service 

JIB2 Yankai — in service 

JTB3 Weroni — Melbourne, arrived 
Mon.23.8 for repair 


JTB4 Dorai — Newport Workshops, 
overhaul and repair 
Club Cars 


No.1 — in service 
No.2 — Keswick pass. yard, spare 
No.3 — in service 
Sitting Cars 
AJ1 — Adelaide, spare 
AJ2 — in service 
AJ3 — in service 
RBJ1 — in service 
RBJ2 — Ballarat Workshops, repairs 
RBJ3 — in service 
BJ4 — Islington Workshops (SA), 
overhaul 
BJ5 - in service 
BJ6 — in service 
BJ7 — in service 
BJ8 — Dynon, spare 
BJ9 — in service 
BJ10 — in service 
VANS: CO1 — in service 
CO2 — in service 


NORMAN: Repainted at Ballarat 
Workshops by Wed.1.9. Returned to 
Ballarat for mechanical repair on 
Sun.12.9. 


N12: Repainted during June. 


FORMER SOUTHERN AURORA 
STOCK: When the loco-hauled 
expresses cease operating between 
Melbourne and Sydney, these cars may 
be divided between the SRANSW 
(CountryLink) and V/Line. 


As at Mon.23.8 the following cars 
were seen at Dynon: 


RMS2360 (stored, fire damage). 
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X CLASS 


No Delivery Kilometres 
‘ date travelled 


Current status 


15 Aug 66 4 608 701 
8 Sep 66 4 360 873 
33 24 Sept 66 3 887 965 
34 5 Oct 66 4751 049 
35 4 Nov 66 3 641 112 
36 15 Nov 66 3 792 632 
37 9 Apr 70 3 539 977 
38 8 May 70 3 826 781 
39 28 May 70 3 417 626 (standard gauge) 
40 26 June 70 3 307 677 
41 9 July 70 3 454 284 
42 7 Aug 70 2.979 946 
43 20 Aug 70 3 054 619 
44 11 Sept 70 3 706 013 
45 11 Sept 75 2 893 854 
46 4Dec 75 2 845 620 
47 24 Dec 75 2 770 650 
48 24 Jan 76 2 589 369 
49 18 Feb 76 2 781 614 
50 12 Mar 76 2795 927 
51 1 Apr 76 2 921 798 
52 22 Apr 76 2 681 987 
53 19 May 76 2 601 819 
54 10 June 76 2 880 854 


NAM2336, NAM2342, NAM2373, 
NAM2374, NAM2375. 

LAN2349, LAN2351, LAN2353, 
LAN2354. 

DAM2333. 


BCS2356, BCS2357. 

RMS2358, RMS2359. 

Powervan PHN2381 was at stand-by 
at Spencer Street. 
In NSW: 


NAM2335, NAM2337, NAM2338, 
NAM2340, NAM2341, NAM2367, 
NAM2368. 


The following were in service: 

LAN2347, LAN2376. LAN2352 and 
LAN2377 was still in service but 
under repair. 


LAN2344, LAN2348, LAN2352, 
LAN2372, LAN2377, LAN2378. 


BCS2379. 


MHN2364, MHN2365, MHN2366 
(recoded AHO by SRANSW). 


PHN2361, PHN2362, PHN2363, 
PHN2369, PHN2371. 


DAM2334. 


Only minimal maintenance has been 
carried out on this stock over the last 
few years and many are overdue for 
lifting. 


WAGONS 
VLCX TO SPARE: With recent 


changes in traffic patterns on V/Line’s 
goods network, the VLCX louvre van 
has been largely replaced by container 
traffic. Numbering almost 600, these 
bogie vans have been placed in storage 
at a number of country locations 
around Victoria, with a number also 
being scrapped at Bendigo Workshops 
— possibly in lieu of having them 
repaired. 


On a recent trip to Swan Hill, a con- 
tributor noted eight of the vans in the 
down refuge siding at Gisborne, an 
unusual sight as that siding is rarely 
used. 


At Swan Hill six were seen in the 
No. 3 track and eight in the two 
Freightgate sidings. A further eight 
were sighted in a siding at Kerang. 


The elderly lady sits nonchantly as youths lounge about as they await the arrival of X40 on the 14 55 up 
Stony Point pass. at Leawarra. Fri.16.4.93 Stuart Turnbull 


i] The Met 
}. (rain system 
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Reviews, amendments, queries, bits and pieces and the odd spot 


CORRECTIONS 


Calendar: The Wangaratta - Whitfield 
(2’ 6’ narrow gauge) line closed on 
12 October 1953, not 12 November. 
The last steam-hauled goods train 
to Whitfield and return ran on 5 
February 1952, the same day that 
later saw the bridge over Boggy 
Creek, south of Moyhu, damaged by 
a bushfire. Temporary repairs were 
made to the bridge to enable the 
postal motor to work to Whitfield, 
but steam-hauled services termi- 
nated at Moyhu and this arrange- 
ment remained in force until 6 
October 1953, when the last goods 
train ran Wangaratta - Moyhu and 
return, whilst the postal motor con- 
tinued until 10 October. 

p.123: Stored wagons — Dookie: The 
number of stored wagons is 14, not 
15. They were checked on 21 March 
1993 and again on 18 July. All are 
VLCX, numbered 220U-642N-431F- 
587 Y-614H-505B-405R-462P-249C- 
170H-347Y-486V-421U-461G. 

p.244-245: North Ballarat - Linton 
Junction signalling diagram. The 
Redan line crosses Learmonth Street 
(it is Road in a different stretch). 
Wallis Street is beyond the end of 
the rails; the crossing shown is Wil- 
liamson Street and three tracks cross 
it. The Stone Park Road level cross- 
ing has been omitted; it is between 
Latrobe and Williamson Street. 
Elliot & Magill is now Joe White 
Maltings. 

p.265: Caption: As well as being the 
last 15 45 pass. to Melbourne, the 
train was the last regular scheduled 
pass. 

p.266: Ever since commissioning, the 
ASW (alternative safeworking) has 
been SAW (section-authority work- 
ing). 

p.268: The trolleys were not brute trol- 
leys. Brute was a BR trademarked 
name, VR trolleys had different 
dimensions. 

p.269: Victoria had privately operated 
passenger rail services until 14 
November 1878, when the govern- 
ment took over M&HBUR. Since 
then there have been: 

= The Altona line — privately owned, 
government worked. 

= Mining line at Deep Leads near 
Maryborough — privately owned, 
government worked. 


= Kerang & Koondrook Tramway — 
shire owned and worked until about 
1951. 

= Dookie (and Katamatite) — shire 
owned but government worked for 
the first few years. 


= Powelltown Tramway — privately 
owned, with its own carriage and 
tickets. 

p.271: In the early 1920s, Mildura trains 
ran only between Maryborough and 
Mildura. Passengers from/to Mel- 
bourne changed at Castlemaine and 
Maryborough. 


p.272: VAMI1 was never a sleeper; it 
went straight to $Z287. 


p.275: ACZ cars were converted only 
from AZ, not from AS. 
p.283: CC01 is ex-DH4, not DH3. 


DEER PARK AGAIN? NO!!! 


Jack McLean writes: “I regret that I 
wrongly identified the pictures on 
pages 310 and 311 of the October 1993 
NEWSRAIL as having been taken at 
Deer Park. 

I now believe that they were taken at 
Wedderburn. 

I should have known better than to 
believe captions on photographs and 
anyway, I do know that there were 
thousands of identical portable build- 
ings in Victoria. 

If my article is a good example of 
imaginative writing, then maybe I 
should have been a journalist.” 


ODD SPOT 


A Singapore - Bangkok train 
service, launched in mid-Sep- 
tember, promises to recreate for 
passengers, with deep enough 
pockets, the old-world charm of 
stylish rail travel. 

The weekly Eastern and 
Oriental Express charges $A1900 
for a sleeping compartment, 
more than double that of a first- 
class air ticket for the one-way 
Singapore - Bangkok trip. 

The cost of one-way sleeper 
travel between Melbourne and 
Sydney is $135 with the first-class 
one-way air fare being $359. Mel- 
bourne - Brisbane is $352 and 
$557 for one-way sleeper and 
first-class air travel. 


— The — 
CLASSIFICATION 
YARD 


NEWSRAIL’S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted 
classified ad column 


FOR SALE 


Railway ephemera and memorabilia — 
tickets, labels, stationery, forms, books, 
magazines, manuals, instructions, postcards, 
etc., etc. At the GRAND EPHEMERA 
FAIR, Malvern Town Hall, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
Sunday, November 14. Be there!! 


Railway and Tramway printed memorabilia — 
unusual tickets, labels, special event covers, 
stamps, postcards and lots more!! Free list 
of offers available from Stafford Stamps, 
Box 73, Kew East, 3102. 


VR loco cab Nos. X45 and C23. Offers to N. 
Teske, 1 Moorshead Avenue, Caloundra, 
Qld. 4551 or Phone (074) 92 2390. 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections 
of books and magazines on railways. We are 
interested in American, British and Australian 
Railways. We also have lists available of 
books and magazines we have for sale in the 
shop. For a list please send a SSAE to Train 
World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East 
Brighton, 3187. Phone (03) 596 6342. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block 
letters, include full name, address and phone 
number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. 
Send to Advertising Manager, GPO Box 5177AA, 
Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements 
is the 20th of each month. All advertisers are 
advised to read the Advertising Conditions before 
placing any advertisement as they contain an 
indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are avail- 
able on request. 

Charges: Normal rate $2 per line per month. 
Special rate for ARHS members $1 per line per 
month. Minimum charge for all advertisements is 
4 lines per month. 


If YOU are interested in Railways 
why not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Victorian Division? 


Write to the 
Membership Officer, 


Box 5177AA, 
G.P.O. Melbourne 3001 


A.R.HLS. 
RAILWAY 
MUSEUM 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
Public Holidays (except Christmas Day 
and Good Friday): 12 noon - 5 p.m. 


Also school holidays — 
Wednesdays 1 - 4 p.m. 


Mid week visits by arrangement: 
Phone 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam Rides: 
Fourth Sunday of month — 
February to November 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


BRANCH LINE 
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YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY HOBBY CENTRE 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Victoria, 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


TRAIN WORLD 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 596 6342 
Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 

10 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 9 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Magazines and Books New and Used Models 

Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 

Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


WeEUS ENGINE Slab 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


Miartin’s Wocdel train Supplies 


READY TO RUN LOCOS AND ROLLINGSTOCK 
Kits, Tools, Accessories, Starter Sets, Baseboards 
and Modules, Mail Order, Collections bought and sold. 
Ample free parking. 
29 Rosella Street, Doncaster East, 3109 
Phone and Fax (03) 841 8089 


BOOKS, MODELS, MAGAZINES AND VIDEOS 
THE RAILFAN SHOP 


U.S. BOOKS 
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$26 (postage $3) 
ROLLINGSTOCK 
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The transport specialists 


“The Train Watchers’ Guide to North American Railroads” 


A contemporary reference to the major railroads of the U.S., 
Canada and Mexico. 


$19.95 (postage $3) 


“The Contemporary Diesel Spotters’ Guide” 
A comprehensive reference manual to locomotives built since 1972. 


Powerline HO Scale VR and V/Line airconditioned steel cars 


First, Second/Economy or unlabelled. Please specify. 


S7 SZ 
i a 


and aircraft. 
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$32 each (postage $3) 
Also from Kalmbach a large range of reference books on model railways 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 
40 Market Street, Melbourne 3000 Telephone: (03) 621 2238 
Mail and phone orders welcome. All major credit cards accepted. 
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